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Message from the County Superintendent of Schools, 
Dr. Mary Ann Dewan 

 

 

  

Hello everyone, 
  
The 19th Annual Silicon Valley Reads program returns in 
2022 with the theme of Power of Kindness, Resilience 
& Hope. This theme will allow us to engage in 
conversation about the transformative power of kindness, 
highlight our remarkable capacity for resilience, and build 
hopefulness for our future. During February and March of 
2022, Silicon Valley Reads will offer free virtual and in-
person public programs for all ages, including author 
talks, panel discussions, educational events, 
demonstrations, performances, activities for students, 
story times, and an art exhibit.  

  
The featured nonfiction books have been selected to 
highlight the 2022 theme: 

• See No Stranger* by Valarie Kaur 
• Enough about Me by Richard Lui 
• A Dream Called Home by Reyna Grande 

The Children’s Books selected include 

• The Big Umbrella by Amy June Bates 
(Pre-K - K) 

• The Girl in the Gold Dress by Christine Paik 
(1st - 3rd grade) 

• SHINE! by Chris and J.J. Grabenstein 
(4th - 8th grade) 

• Darius the Great is Not Okay by Adib Khorram 
(High School) 

The complete schedule of events will be published on 
the SiliconValleyReads.org website in early January. 
  
Building upon resilience and hope, children ages 5 to 11 
years old are now eligible for coronavirus vaccines. All 

 

  

 

Mary Ann Dewan, Ph.D. 
County Superintendent of Schools  
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families can begin planning for the vaccine. The Biden 
administration plans to distribute the doses and reports 
that it has procured enough vaccines for all 28 million 5 to 
11 year-olds in the U.S.  The vaccine for 5 to 11 year-olds 
will be distributed in smaller dosing and with smaller 
needles to make it easier for pediatricians and 
pharmacists to administer to children. Vaccines are 
available at clinics, pharmacies, healthcare organizations 
and at some school sites. COVID-19 Vaccine Information 
will be updated regularly 
at https://covid19.sccgov.org/covid-19-vaccine-
information. 
  
Be well, 
  
Mary Ann Dewan, Ph.D. 
County Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

Community News and Resources 
  

  

 

Santa Clara County Teacher Recognition  
  

 

Congratulations to all the Teachers of the Year and Special Award Winners recognized 
at the Santa Clara County Teacher Recognition Celebration on Thursday, 
October 28th. https://www.sccoe.org/trc 
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Daylight Savings  
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Rent Relief 
 

COVID-19 Rent Relief is available to Santa Clara County Residents 
  
The COVID-19 Rent Relief Program is rental assistance for tenants who have past due 
rent from April 1, 2020 - September 30, 2021. Up to 3 months of future rent can be applied 
for and granted. 100% of rent and utilities will be covered. 
  
Who Can Apply?  

• Landlords who have income-eligible renters experiencing a financial hardship due 
to COVID-19 past due rent.  

• Renters who have experienced financial hardship due to COVID-19, have past due 
rent or utilities, and have a household income that is not more than 80% of the 
area median income.  

http://www.catholiccharitiesscc.org/emergency-rent-relief
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How Can You Apply?  
  
For assistance in applying, eligible tenants/landlords may call Catholic Charities at (408) 
273-7478 to set up an appointment.   
  
Attend a pop-up clinic for assistance every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday or apply 
directly online at HousingIsKey.com.  
  
Review the available flyers for more information, eligibility criteria, and contact information. 
(Flyer is in English, Spanish, and Vietnamese).   
  
Additional information can also be found on Catholic Charities' website 
at www.catholiccharitiesscc.org/emergency-rent-relief. 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

Fantasy of Lights   
  

 

  

 

Fantasy of Lights    
  

  

Fantasy of Lights - TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
  
Walk-thru Weekend - December 4th and 5th 
Drive-thru Nights - December 7th - 30th 
  
Enjoy a magical evening from the warmth of your car or bundle up and stroll through on 
foot to see 1.5 miles of animated light displays up close and personal at Vasona Lake 
County Park in Los Gatos. NOTE: This event sells out quickly for all walk-thru and drive-
thru nights - buy your tickets early. 
  
Tickets: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/.../santa-clara-county-parks... 
Event Information: 
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/fol/Pages/AnnualFoL.aspx   

 

 

 

 

   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15HZHQ7HDFCw1GHx1EExuAyU5xk9hszRi/view?usp=sharing
http://housingiskey.com/
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/14k0CKzSPuwf4iW7o3DAUWfm_DHs1VAio
http://www.catholiccharitiesscc.org/emergency-rent-relief
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/santa-clara-county-parks-11943102574?fbclid=IwAR3P-SvMORs3nSuIWmsXUGIZ3J5W5HSPclbiOZF2oUAejKQKjAcDGmR2aU0
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/fol/Pages/AnnualFoL.aspx?fbclid=IwAR1glvGoNfM971Ol39LcC4Cy3b8pcxEMNLOZzQLzanxYh9ImHlB6Cd8tpRc
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fantasy-of-lights-walk-thru-2021-tickets-194762980317?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fantasy-of-lights-drive-thru-2021-tickets-198555243077?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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Celebrate local history  
  

 

San Jose Roots: Celebrating our Heritage 
 
Celebrate our local history at San Pedro Square Market.  See free outdoor entertainment 
from local performers: History San José's Portraits of the Past, Julo, Los Arribeños, and 
Los Lupeños de San José. Meet your local councilmembers and Mayor Sam 
Licardo. Explore local history with History San José's community partners. Visit the 
Gonzalez/Peralta Adobe & Fallon House. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

Children’s Discovery Museum of San Jose Event  
  

 

Diwali: Festival of Lights at the Children’s Discovery Museum of San Jose   

• November 4, 2021 Virtual celebration on Facebook and YouTube 
• November 6, 2021 Program at the Museum   

 

 

 

 

   

https://historysanjose.org/programs-events/?utm_source=chatterblock&utm_medium=events%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0
https://www.cdm.org/celebrate/community-celebrations/diwali/
https://www.cdm.org/
https://historysanjose.org/programs-events/?utm_source=chatterblock&utm_medium=events
https://www.cdm.org/celebrate/community-celebrations/diwali/
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First Fridays Art Walk - South First Fridays  
 

The South FIRST FRIDAYS Art Walk invites you to a unique evening of great 
exhibitions in galleries, museums and art supporting businesses. ArtwalkSJ hours are 5–
9pm, free admission, all ages welcome, rain or shine.  
  
November 5, 5:00 - 10:00 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

One (1) Million Pound Cleanup Event  
  

 

One (1) Million Pound Cleanup Event  
November 6, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Be part of our milestone event - One (1) Million Pounds of Trash Collected by South Bay 
Clean Creeks Coalition! Be part of history - limited to the first 80 to sign up!  
  

 

 

https://www.southfirstfridays.com/?fbclid=IwAR1AuZ2ySu2FkW1T3mfaJRlba8XtdiAQwhEVdW8qEsF3bm6YUkJ4T2NH-Cc
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sb-clean-creeks-hosts-our-one-1-million-pound-cleanup-event-tickets-191301175967?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sb-clean-creeks-hosts-our-one-1-million-pound-cleanup-event-tickets-191301175967?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.southfirstfridays.com/?fbclid=IwAR1AuZ2ySu2FkW1T3mfaJRlba8XtdiAQwhEVdW8qEsF3bm6YUkJ4T2NH-Cc
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sb-clean-creeks-hosts-our-one-1-million-pound-cleanup-event-tickets-191301175967?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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District News and Resources  
 

  

  

 

2022 Young Artist Showcase Competition  
  

 

The 2022 Young Artist Showcase Competition is open to Santa Clara County public 
school students, pre-K-12th grade. Student winners will have their artwork accepted into 
the permanent exhibit of student artwork located within the SCCOE office as well as 
showcased at the San Jose, in-person Arts at the  Emancipatory Education Conference 
on March 13, 2022, celebrating Arts Education Month in California and on May 19, 2022, 
in a virtual celebration of youth expression at the Santa Clara County Office of Education 
on Zoom.  
 
This year’s artwork theme of “Contact Zones: Places Where We Meet” encourages 
students to show experiences of places and/or events in which differences meet and 
interact. Contact zones can be any place where humans are! They include places such 
as schools or neighborhoods.  
 
The submission deadline is February 25, 2022. Eligibility, Key Dates, and Submission 
requirements can be found on the Artspiration website -  https://www.sccoe.org/arts/yas.  

 

 

 

 

   

https://www.sccoe.org/arts/yas
https://www.sccoe.org/arts/yas
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Building Connections: Social and Emotional Learning and Sustainability  
 

Join CASEL as they reflect on lessons learned over the past decade and share six 
elements for sustaining SEL implementation across a district. 
  
Recommended for district and state leaders on their own SEL journeys. Participants will 
learn from CASEL’s district consultants, who’ve worked closely with school system 
leaders nationwide. They’ll discuss each element and share promising strategies from 
partner districts.  
   
Register: https://bit.ly/3mGbhWE   

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

Cilker Conference  
 

 

 

 

   

https://bit.ly/3mGbhWE
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/7916293757055/WN__OIJqhSkQBO4-2E2KVVipg
http://sccoe.org/arts/Cilker


9 
 

  

 

Douglas Fisher Webinar 
 

Four (4) hours of free professional development for educators! Join Doug Fisher and his 
colleagues as they dive into practices that will transform how you teach. Register 
at https://lnkd.in/gpJqzMRs . 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

Article on compassionate discipline 
 

ASCD Article: Ready...Set...Success: A Formula for Leading Schools with Love 
 

 

 

 

   

https://lnkd.in/gpJqzMRs
https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/ready-set-success-a-formula-for-leading-schools-with-love
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RAqJy7abSQah1nhU8czMyw
https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/ready-set-success-a-formula-for-leading-schools-with-love
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Stress Awareness 
 

It’s important to acknowledge when you’re stressed and take time to rest and repair. Use 
these tips from the, US Department of Education, to reduce stress and give yourself time 
for self-care.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Learning for justice, democracy & liberation  
 

Learning For Justice Article:  Reimagining Digital Literacy Education to Save Ourselves  
 

 

 

 

   

https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/fall-2021/reimagining-digital-literacy-education-to-save-ourselves
https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/fall-2021/reimagining-digital-literacy-education-to-save-ourselves
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Edutopia Article: SEL  
  

 

 

Article: Overwhelmed by all the options for SEL programming for your school? Get 
guidance from CASEL experts on how to choose the best program for your 
needs: https://edut.to/3B09QHy . 
  

 

 

  

Health & Wellness 
 

  

  

 

Getting a Booster Vaccine 
 

https://edut.to/3B09QHy
https://www.edutopia.org/article/how-choose-sel-program-your-school
https://covid19.sccgov.org/covid-19-vaccine-information
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Vaccine Sites 
 

 

 

 

   

https://covid19.sccgov.org/covid-19-vaccine-information
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Youth Vaccinations 
  

   

  

 

Youth Vaccinations  
  

 

  

 

Youth Vaccinations  
  

  

 

 

 

  

https://covid19.sccgov.org/covid-19-vaccine-information
https://covid19.sccgov.org/covid-19-vaccine-information
https://covid19.sccgov.org/covid-19-vaccine-information
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COVID-19 Testing at Ridder Park 
 

COVID-19 testing for education sector employees and their family members. 
  

Tuesdays and Fridays at Ridder Park 
7:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. 

or 
12:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m 

  
Education sector employees can drop in, with your patient ID, for an observed self-
administered nasal swab  LHI/ OptumServe test at Ridder Park. 
  
For more information, visit https://sccoe.to/ffx. 
  
  
 
 
  

 

 

https://www.sccoe.org/covid-19/Documents/Drop-In-COVID-19-Testing-What-to-Know-Before-You-Go.pdf
https://www.sccoe.org/covid-19/Documents/Drop-In-COVID-19-Testing-What-to-Know-Before-You-Go.pdf
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Announcements 
 

News Releases:  

• Santa Clara County Office of Education Statement Following Approval of the Pfizer 
COVID-19 Vaccine for 5-to-11-Year-Olds 
  

• Santa Clara County Office of Education (SCCOE) Hosts Ribbon-Cutting for New 
Santa Clara County Office of Education South County Annex 

• 51st Annual  Recognition Celebration Honors Educators Across Santa Clara Count  

 

 
 

 

About the Santa Clara County Office of Education 
Working collaboratively with school and community partners, the Santa Clara County Office of Education (SCCOE) is a 
regional service agency that provides instructional, business, and technology services to the 31 school districts of Santa 
Clara County. The County Office of Education directly serves students through special education programs, alternative 
schools, Head Start and State Preschool programs, migrant education, and Opportunity Youth Academy. The SCCOE 
also provides academic and fiscal oversight and monitoring to districts in addition to the 22 Santa Clara County Board of 
Education authorized charter schools. For more information about the Santa Clara County Office of Education, please 
visit www.sccoe.org. 
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