
 

June 3, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Santa Clara County Community, 
  
For the past two months Santa Clara County has come together to focus on the health and 
safety of our community, pandemic response, and recovery interventions.  However, the death 
of George Floyd and subsequent unrest across the country and around the world turns our 
attention, once again, to a pervasive issue that poses a specific threat to Black Americans and 
communities of color. To uproot oppressive mindsets and institutional and systemic racism 
requires significant, intentional, and focused work. This is a call to action; to reflect on our own 
social locations, examine how we use the power it affords us, and implore friends, neighbors, 
colleagues and children to challenge injustice and demand respect, dignity, and equal 
opportunity for every person. 
 
We join voices with our districts, community leaders and stakeholders to publicly denounce the 
actions of the Minnesota police officers and resulting death of George Floyd, and acknowledge 
all black lives taken as a result of police brutality. 
 
The Santa Clara County Office of Education is committed to not only standing for an end to the 
use of excessive force, but to playing a pivotal role in creating and sustaining equitable learning 
environments countywide. Teachers, support staff, administrators, and community leaders have 
many opportunities to participate in professional learning activities to examine our own implicit 
biases, identify and understand the structures that support racial profiling, and create learning 
environments that center belonging and the social-emotional well being of all members of the 
school community. The SCCOE is committed to examining our systems and policies and making 
the changes required to assure they are responsive, respectful, inclusive, and equitable. We are 
dedicated to this ongoing work to ensure that every child in Santa Clara County has a safe, 
welcoming, and culturally responsive learning environment. 
 
Now is the time for us all to join together to improve the experiences and outcomes for our 
children, their families, and communities. It is our responsibility to model what a truly United 
States of America must embody and create the conditions for all children to experience and 
embrace equity. 
 
Civil rights icon Congressman John Lewis once said, “Every generation leaves behind a legacy. 
What that legacy will be is determined by the people of that generation. What legacy do you 
want to leave behind?” I invite you to join with us to ensure that the legacy we leave all children 
is one of an equitable, just, and safe world filled with immeasurable opportunity.  We can begin 
to do this critical, urgent racial equity work by deepening our own knowledge and 
understanding of how existing systems, processes, and mindsets serve to limit and oppress. I 



 

invite you to review the resources below and, more importantly, to engage in both dialogue and 
action as we work for a more equitable society. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Mary Ann Dewan, Ph.D. 
County Superintendent of Schools 
Santa Clara County Office of Education 
 
 
 
SELF-CARE  

●  Self-care in the face of racial injustice from Therapy for Black Girls 
●  4 Self-Care resources for days when the world is terrible from Colorlines 
●  Self-care for people of color after psychological trauma from Just Jasmine 
● Black Lives Matter Meditations for Healing from Racial Trauma from Dr. Candice Nicole 

 
CALL TO ACTION 

● Follow Arizona-based Poder In Action on Twitter or Instagram for ways to organize and 
take action locally.  

● Connect with a local chapter of Showing Up for Racial Justice 
● Review Active Bystander Training from the Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and 

Ethnicity at the Ohio State University 
●  75 Things White People Can Do for Racial Justice from Medium 

 
YOUTH ACADEMIC, BEHAVIOR, AND SOCIAL EMOTIONAL SUPPORTS 

● PBIS Cultural Responsiveness Field Guide: Resources for Trainers and Coaches 
● The Trevor Project: Supporting Black LGBTQ Youth Mental Health 
● Recorded PBIS Webinar facilitated by Dr. Josh Harrower: Addressing Equity (through 

PBIS) 
● “Race and Violence Should Be a School-Wide Subject” - Contains resources for school 

leaders to help develop a community-driven message and a model for discussing race 
and violence. 

● Don’t Discipline Hangry (article) 
● ASCD - How to Be an Antiracist Educator 
● Race & Ethnicity: Teaching Tolerance 
● Racial Equity Tools Glossary 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Ftherapyforblackgirls.com*2F2020*2F01*2F09*2Fself-care-racial-injustice*2F&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120558705&sdata=C*2FvrvnM*2BvsTTdpuBHjh3pl6AjibjppYNOIuDOfO*2B7OA*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKoygcCNA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Ftherapyforblackgirls.com*2F2020*2F01*2F09*2Fself-care-racial-injustice*2F&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120558705&sdata=C*2FvrvnM*2BvsTTdpuBHjh3pl6AjibjppYNOIuDOfO*2B7OA*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKoygcCNA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.colorlines.com*2Farticles*2F4-self-care-resources-days-when-world-terrible&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120558705&sdata=LrStpJy*2BzdHGNCaTevWmXxdxhiXykbsrmJ0f02l1aIg*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKd4cIn7w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.colorlines.com*2Farticles*2F4-self-care-resources-days-when-world-terrible&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120558705&sdata=LrStpJy*2BzdHGNCaTevWmXxdxhiXykbsrmJ0f02l1aIg*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKd4cIn7w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http*3A*2F*2Fwww.justjasmineblog.com*2Fblog-1*2Fself-care-for-people-of-color-after-emotional-and-psychological-trauma*2F&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120568663&sdata=AGUBlZ5P2yp9BF1ACF*2FGiAOa*2FVu*2FjFif90xyt6thyqY*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKXW5PP8E$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http*3A*2F*2Fwww.justjasmineblog.com*2Fblog-1*2Fself-care-for-people-of-color-after-emotional-and-psychological-trauma*2F&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120568663&sdata=AGUBlZ5P2yp9BF1ACF*2FGiAOa*2FVu*2FjFif90xyt6thyqY*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKXW5PP8E$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http*3A*2F*2Fdrcandicenicole.com*2F2016*2F07*2Fblack-lives-matter-meditation*2F&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120568663&sdata=*2BgRfSKd*2FDG9zydqr*2FR0Q6hvmylSqZEY8yQeOTxoyQqw*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjK7wHSobg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.poderinaction.org*2Findex&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120628397&sdata=GmgJ7e*2FXN*2BBSmD9L*2BQAc*2FDqcf17HdgnEDJuWp28ildU*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKhMRvLNw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.poderinaction.org*2Findex&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120628397&sdata=GmgJ7e*2FXN*2BBSmD9L*2BQAc*2FDqcf17HdgnEDJuWp28ildU*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKhMRvLNw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Ftwitter.com*2FPoderinAction*3Fref_src*3Dtwsrc*255Egoogle*257Ctwcamp*255Eserp*257Ctwgr*255Eauthor&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120628397&sdata=3JlG40xZYzwPdBZFVgh1PAXD27HhDTc4MEHB4EV*2Fyi8*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKhz6jrf4$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Ftwitter.com*2FPoderinAction*3Fref_src*3Dtwsrc*255Egoogle*257Ctwcamp*255Eserp*257Ctwgr*255Eauthor&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120628397&sdata=3JlG40xZYzwPdBZFVgh1PAXD27HhDTc4MEHB4EV*2Fyi8*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKhz6jrf4$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.instagram.com*2Fpoderinaction*2F*3Fhl*3Den&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120628397&sdata=ocsKYRtCFVA0bx*2FHOwT7o6hXKwOenwMECftxfOe2Hek*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKn3BvB1I$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.instagram.com*2Fpoderinaction*2F*3Fhl*3Den&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120628397&sdata=ocsKYRtCFVA0bx*2FHOwT7o6hXKwOenwMECftxfOe2Hek*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKn3BvB1I$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.showingupforracialjustice.org*2F&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120638361&sdata=W23m0h76LZ6gqXuuWdQElgP0R7TuClbJg2aF96OujaY*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKB879PO8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.showingupforracialjustice.org*2F&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120638361&sdata=W23m0h76LZ6gqXuuWdQElgP0R7TuClbJg2aF96OujaY*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKB879PO8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http*3A*2F*2Fkirwaninstitute.osu.edu*2Factive-bystander-training*2F&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120638361&sdata=7A7EDN2M6GWA0o*2FpZhPxWLSSmtVHQizO7gc5jAwZfpo*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKIvWBqlI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http*3A*2F*2Fkirwaninstitute.osu.edu*2Factive-bystander-training*2F&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120638361&sdata=7A7EDN2M6GWA0o*2FpZhPxWLSSmtVHQizO7gc5jAwZfpo*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjKIvWBqlI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fmedium.com*2Fequality-includes-you*2Fwhat-white-people-can-do-for-racial-justice-f2d18b0e0234&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120648314&sdata=Ma56KeeZf21Bf*2Bsfe1gH6UnOrOgFW27JDk4R9VRGvi4*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjK1GirOSs$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fmedium.com*2Fequality-includes-you*2Fwhat-white-people-can-do-for-racial-justice-f2d18b0e0234&data=02*7C01*7CJennifer.Haber*40teachforamerica.org*7Cdec7bc2cfba04cd981a808d807368a9f*7Ce1b9b06cef30491886545a7b9c1aca93*7C0*7C0*7C637267278120648314&sdata=Ma56KeeZf21Bf*2Bsfe1gH6UnOrOgFW27JDk4R9VRGvi4*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!LqsEMg!A0xoWznWTYTQcaESb5pgDR82Ag04nWhbrdvFO8F-E9hZ4ySJ7_0TYx26iKjK1GirOSs$
https://www.pbis.org/resource/pbis-cultural-responsiveness-field-guide-resources-for-trainers-and-coaches
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/2020/06/01/supporting-black-lgbtq-youth-mental-health/?utm_source=Master+Contacts&utm_campaign=a7f214be0e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_06_1&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e8d7ceff05-a7f214be0e-33322853
https://csumb.zoom.us/rec/play/uZN-IuH6rjI3HteT4QSDBv58W9W5KaKs0nIc_KIPyE69BnVWZ1qvb7JGZbYnzObHohCg9GhihVKTmls7?continueMode=true
https://csumb.zoom.us/rec/play/uZN-IuH6rjI3HteT4QSDBv58W9W5KaKs0nIc_KIPyE69BnVWZ1qvb7JGZbYnzObHohCg9GhihVKTmls7?continueMode=true
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/race-violence-school-wide-subject-travis-bristol
https://www.pbisapps.org/community/Pages/Responding-to-Student-Behavior.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/newsletters/education-update/oct19/vol61/num10/How-to-Be-an-Antiracist-Educator.aspx?fbclid=IwAR1Att5AIUnteCFgUkPvc0vDRomcwfcIxkp-hHAIWW8oIXA8k6NHNRKQta4
https://www.tolerance.org/topics/race-ethnicity
https://www.racialequitytools.org/glossary


 

● “Teaching Young Children About Bias, Diversity, and Social Justice” - helps teach the 
understanding of differences and social justice through literature, news stories, anti-bias 
lessons and problem-solving 

● “5 Keys to Challenging Implicit Bias”- guides teachers how to look at and challenge 
implicit biases in themselves, their colleagues and their schools.  

● “How Does Race Affect a Student's Math Education?” - Dives into a recent study that 
shows adults “are perpetuating racism in schools” in a way that is shaping students’ 
interactions and expectations with math 

● “Diversity and Bias Lesson Plans” - K-12 lesson and unit plans for educators that 
promote critical thinking through the lens of diversity and bias 

● “Curriculum for White Americans to Educate Themselves on Race and Racism — from 
Ferguson to Charleston” -, this curated list inspired by the Charleston Syllabus of 
resources is for those who want to learn more from perspectives “often 
underrepresented among many white circles.” 

● “First Encounters With Race and Racism: Teaching Ideas for Classroom Conversations”- 
A lesson plan from Jinnie Spiegler, the director of curriculum at the Anti-Defamation 
League. 

● The Urgent Need for Anti-Racist Education from Education Week 
● Resources for Talking About Race, Racism, Racialized Violence with Kids from the Center 

for Racial Justice in Education.  
● Teaching About Race, Racism, and Police Violence from Teaching Tolerance 
●  Why Teaching Black Lives Matter Matters | Part I | from Teaching Tolerance 
● Teaching Resources for Black Lives Matter School Week of Action from D.C. Area 

Educators for Social Justice 
●  Addressing Race and Trauma in the Classroom by the National Child Traumatic Stress 

Network. 

 
PROFESSIONAL READING 

● For White Folks Who Teach in the Hood... and the Rest of Y'all Too: Reality Pedagogy 
and Urban Education (Race, Education, and Democracy) by Chris Emdin 

○ Merging real stories with theory, research, and practice, a prominent scholar 
offers a new approach to teaching and learning for every stakeholder in urban 
education 

● Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? by Beverly Tatum 
○ Helps dissect the dynamics of race in America. 

● Troublemakers: Lessons in Freedom from Young Children at School by Carla Shalaby 
○ First hand look at school, through the eyes of those that are labeled a problem. 

● A Search Past Silence: The Literacy of Young Black Men by David Kirkland 
○ A call to action, to listen to the voices of Black youth and reimagine being 

literate in a multicultural, democratic society. 
● White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism by Robin 

DiAngelo 
○ Looks at counterproductive reactions of white people when discussing racism  

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/teaching-young-children-social-justice-jinnie-spiegler
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/keys-to-challenging-implicit-bias-shane-safir
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2017/04/racist-math-education/524199/
https://www.adl.org/education-and-resources/resources-for-educators-parents-families/lesson-plans?grd_lvl%5Belementary%5D=elementary
http://citizenshipandsocialjustice.com/2015/07/10/curriculum-for-white-americans-to-educate-themselves-on-race-and-racism/
http://citizenshipandsocialjustice.com/2015/07/10/curriculum-for-white-americans-to-educate-themselves-on-race-and-racism/
http://aaihs.org/resources/charlestonsyllabus/
https://www.aaihs.org/resources/charlestonsyllabus/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/27/learning/lesson-plans/first-encounters-with-race-and-racism-teaching-ideas-for-classroom-conversations.html
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