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We, the undersigned superintendents and board members, write to address concerns in the
wake of the incoming Administration’s threats of mass deportation. As the California county
with the largest concentration of immigrant community members, we want to assure Santa
Clara County residents that schools will continue to stand firmly in support of students and
families no matter their citizenship status.

The United States is a nation of immigrants that has benefited from the vitality, resolve, and
enthusiasm of those seeking the American dream. Our history is enriched by people from all
over the world who have brought their culture, language, and religion to our great nation.
Immigrant families, including those seeking asylum, contribute to the fabric of our country and
schools play a significant role in helping immigrant students adapt and thrive.

We write today to reaffirm our commitment to protecting immigrant students and families and
ensuring they feel safe, welcome, and supported at school. We are firm in this commitment, not
just because it is morally right, but because the US Supreme Court has long held that all children
in the United States have an equal right to enroll and participate in public elementary and
secondary schools without regard to their or their families' citizenship status. (Plyler v. Doe, 457
U.S. 202 (1982).) As school leaders, we are required to uphold this law in both letter and spirit;
therefore, we will use all the resources at our disposal to ensure that immigrant students and
families are not just accepted but feel safe enough to attend, participate, share, and seek support
at school.

We are deeply grateful for the trust our community has placed in the public school system and
understand that, in order for that trust to continue, we must be clear and transparent about how
we plan to respond to immigration-enforcement actions. To that end:

e If an immigration-enforcement officer arrives at a school site, they will not be allowed on
campus unless they have a signed judicial warrant or can demonstrate exigent
circumstances.

e If information about a student is requested by immigration-enforcement officers, school
staff will work with legal counsel to avoid disclosure, unless required by a judicial
warrant, and will notify parents or guardians before any information is shared.

e School staff will not collect or maintain any information about students’ or families’
citizenship status, except as required to administer a state or federally supported
educational program, and will assert our right not to collaborate with
immigration-enforcement officers to the greatest extent allowed by law.

For students and families seeking additional information or support, please visit
htips://www.sccoe.org/supoffice/Pages/Immigrant-Student-Resources.aspx to learn more

County Board of Education: Maimona Afzal Berta, Victoria Chon, Raeena Lari, Jorge Pacheco Jr, Don Rocha, Jessica Speiser, Tara Sreekrishnan
1290 Ridder Park Drive, San José, CA 95131-2304 (408) 453-6500 www.sccoe.org

Transforming Education through Leadership, Service, and Advocacy


https://www.sccoe.org/supoffice/Pages/Immigrant-Student-Resources.aspx

about the legal resources available to support our immigrant community and how to create a

family preparedness plan.

Whatever challenges may come, we stand prepared to face them arm-in-arm with our
community and will work to ensure that Santa Clara schools are a place where all students can

attend and thrive without fear.

In solidarity,
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Union School District
Superintendent



