
North West SELPA: 
www.sccoe.selpa.org 
(408) 453-6960

Disability CategoriesDisability Categories Contact InformationContact Information

Autism
Deaf-Blindness
Deafness
Emotional Disability
Hearing Impairment
Intellectual Disability
Speech/Language Impairment
Multiple Disabilities
Orthopedic Impairment
Other Health Impairment
Specific Learning Disability
Traumatic Brain Injury
Visual Impairment

CHILD FIND
Special Education

CHILD FIND
Special Education

If you suspect that your child or a child in your care
may have a disability or special need(s) that may be

affecting their academic, behavioral or developmental
progress, state and local resources are available for

support and guidance. 

Cambrian SD
(408) 377-2103 

Campbell Union SD
(408) 341-7219

Campbell Union 
High SD
(408) 371-0960 

Cupertino SD
(408) 252-3000

Fremont Union 
High SD
(408) 522-2232

Lakeside Joint SD
(408) 354-2372

Loma Prieta Joint
Union SD
(408) 353-1123

Los Altos SD
(650) 947-1190

Los Gatos Union SD
(408) 335-2357

Los Gatos-Saratoga
Union High SD 
(408) 402-6310

Luther Burbank SD
(408) 295-1814

Moreland SD
(408) 874-2963

Mtn. View-Los Altos
Union High SD
(650) 940-4657

Mtn. View Whisman
SD
 (650) 526-3500 

Palo Alto Unified SD 
(650) 329-3700

San Jose Unified SD
(408) 535-6030 

Santa Clara County
Office of Ed, SpEd
(408) 453-4335

Santa Clara Unified 
(408) 423-2000

Saratoga Union SD
(408) 867-3424 

Sunnyvale SD
(408) 522-8200 

Union SD
(408) 377-8010 

Member Local Educational Agencies:

(for children 3 years or older)
www.sccoe.org/resources/families/Pages/School-

District-Locator.aspx

San Andreas Regional Center:
www.sanandreasregional.org 

(408) 374-9960

Santa Clara County Early Start 
(for children 0-3 years of age): 
www.sccoe.org/depts/educational-

services/Pages/earlystart.aspx
(408) 392-3801

Parents Helping Parents 
www.php.com
(408) 727-5775

District LocatorDistrict Locator

https://www.sccoe.org/selpa/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.sccoe.org/selpa/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.sccoe.org/resources/families/Pages/School-District-Locator.aspx
https://www.sccoe.org/resources/families/Pages/School-District-Locator.aspx
http://www.sanandreasregional.org/
http://www.sccoe.org/depts/educational-services/Pages/earlystart.aspx
http://www.sccoe.org/depts/educational-services/Pages/earlystart.aspx
http://www.php.com/


When can a child be referred

to special education?

When can a child be referred

to special education?

A child should be referred when:
A health or a medical disorder interferes
with development and/or learning
A child seems to have difficulty seeing
or hearing
A child appears to have social,
emotional or behavioral difficulties that
affect his/her ability to learn or interact
with others
A child has a diagnosed progressive or
degenerative condition that will
eventually impair or impede the child’s
ability to learn
A child seems to have difficulty
understanding directions like others
that are his/her age
The child’s speech is not understood by
family or friends

Concerns need not be limited to those
listed above. Any condition which may
affect a child’s ability to learn can be a basis
for referral.

California Education Code 56303 states:
“A pupil shall be referred for special
educational instruction and services only after
the resources of the regular education
program have been considered and, where
appropriate, utilized.” 

Child Find is a legal requirement under the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) to identify, locate, and assess children
and young adults, from birth through age 21
who are suspected of having a disability, to
provide appropriate special education
services.

What is “Child Find”?What is “Child Find”?

How does Child Find work?How does Child Find work?

1.  Identification and Referral: If you suspect
that a child has a disability, you can make a
referral to your local school district. Referrals
can come from parents, teachers, doctors,
or any concerned individuals.
_                                                           

2.Eligibility Determination: An evaluation is
required when a student is initially being
considered for special education. The school
district will conduct an assessment to
determine whether the student’s unique
needs require special education and related
services. It is possible for a student to have a
disability but does not need special
education.
                                                                      

3.Developing an Individualized Education
Program (IEP): If the child is determined to
be eligible, an IEP is developed to outline the
specific services and supports the child will
receive.

Who qualifies for Child Find?Who qualifies for Child Find?

Why is it important?Why is it important?

Child Find is essential in identifying students
with disabilities early so they can receive the
support and special education services they
need. Timely identification allows for early
interventions, thus improving a child’s
development, learning, and overall future
opportunities. Without Child Find, many
children could be overlooked and miss the
essential support they need to succeed.

Referrals are typically made to the local
school district, and can be made by a
parent or by any person concerned about a
child. Parent consent is obtained prior to
any further action. Information is
confidential and the privacy of children and
parents is protected.

How can a child be referred?How can a child be referred?

Child Find applies to all children who
reside within our geographic boundaries,
including:

Children enrolled in public, private, or
home schools
Children who are unhoused or wards
of the state
Children who are advancing from
grade to grade but are suspected of
having a disability

What is Special Education?What is Special Education?
Special Education is specially designed
instruction, at no cost to parents, to meet
the unique learning needs of students with
disabilities ages 3 to 22. Special education
services may be provided in a variety of
education settings, but are required by IDEA
to be delivered in the least restrictive
environment.

https://caser.specialedreference.com/?s=61789

