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CHARTER SCHOOLS ACT, as amended

Section 47600
§ 47600 This part shall be known, and may be cited, as the “Charter Schools Act Title of Act
of 1992.”
§ 47601 It is the intent of the Legislature, in enacting this part, to provide Section 47601
opportunities for teachers, parents, pupils, and community members to establish Legislative
and maintain schools that operate independently from the existing school district intent

structure, as a method to accomplish all of the following:

(a) Improve pupil learning.

(b) Increase learning opportunities for all pupils, with special emphasis on
expanded learning experiences for pupils who are identified as academically low
achieving.

(c) Encourage the use of different and innovative teaching methods.

(d) Create new professional opportunities for teachers, including the opportunity to
be responsible for the learning program at the schoolsite.

(e) Provide parents and pupils with expanded choices in the types of educational
opportunities that are available within the public school system.

(f) Hold the schools established under this part accountable for meeting
measurable pupil outcomes, and provide the schools with a method to change from
rule-based to performance-based accountability systems.

(g) Provide vigorous competition within the public school system to stimulate
continual improvements in all public schools.

§ 47602 (a) (1) In the 1998-99 school year, the maximum total number of charter ~ Section 47602
schools authorized to operate in this state shall be 250. In the 1999-2000 school Limit on number
year, and in each successive school year thereafter, an additional 100 charter of charter
schools are authorized to operate in this state each successive school year. For the  schools
purposes of implementing this section, the State Board of Education shall assign a

number to each charter petition that it grants pursuant to subdivision (j) of Section

47605 or Section 47605.8 and to each charter notice it receives pursuant to this

part, based on the chronological order in which the notice is received. Each

number assigned by the state board on or after January 1, 2003, shall correspond to

a single petition that identifies a charter school that will operate within the

geographic and site limitations of this part. The State Board of Education shall

develop a numbering system for charter schools that identifies each school

associated with a charter and that operates within the existing limit on the number

of charter schools that can be approved each year. For purposes of this section,

sites that share educational programs and serve similar pupil populations may not

be counted as separate schools. Sites that do not share a common educational

program shall be considered separate schools for purposes of this section. The

limits contained in this paragraph may not be waived by the State Board of

Education pursuant to Section 33050 or any other provision of law.
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(2) By July 1, 2003, the Legislative Analyst shall, pursuant to the criteria in
Section 47616.5, report to the Legislature on the effectiveness of the charter school
approach authorized under this part and recommend whether to expand or reduce
the annual rate of owth of charter schools authorized pursuant to this section.

(b) No charter shall be granted under this part that authorizes the conversion of any
private school to a charter school. No charter school shall receive any public funds
for a pupil if the pupil also attends a private school that charges the pupil’s family
for tuition. The State Board of Education shall adopt regulations to implement this
section.

§ 47603 (a) This part shall not be construed to prohibit any private person or
organization from providing funding or other assistance to the establishment or
operation of a charter school.

(b) This section shall become operative on July 1, 2017.

§ 47604 (a) A charter school may elect to operate as, or be operated by, a nonprofit
public benefit corporation, formed and organized pursuant to the Nonprofit Public
Benefit Corporation Law (Part 2 (commencing with Section 5110) of Division 2 of
Title 1 of the Corporations Code).

(b)(1) On or after July 1, 2019, a petitioner that submits a charter petition of a
charter school that submits a charter renewal or material revision application shall
not operate as, or be operated by, a for-profit corporation, a for-profit educational
management organization, or a for-profit charter management organization. For
purposes of this section, a for-profit educational management organization and a
for-profit charter management organization are entities that manage or operate a
charter school.

(2)(A) “Operate as, or be operated by,” as referenced in paragraph (1), means
services provided for a for-profit corporation to a charter school that include any of
the following:

(1) Nominating, appointing, or removing board members or officers of the charter
school.

(i) Employing, supervising, or dismissing employees of the charter school,
including certificated and noncertificated school personnel.

(ii1) Managing the charter school’s day-to-day operations as its administrative
manager.

(iv) Approving, denying, or managing the budget or any expenditures of the
charter school that are not authorized by the governing body of the charter school.
(v) Providing services to a charter school before the governing body of the charter
school has approved the contract for those services at a publicly noticed meeting.
(B) A charter school shall not enter into a subcontract to avoid the requirements of
this paragraph.

(c) A chartering authority that grants a charter to a charter school to be operated as
or by a nonprofit public benefit corporation shall be entitled to a single
representative on the board of directors of the nonprofit public benefit corporation.
(d) A chartering authority that grants a charter to a charter school to be operated
by, or as, a nonprofit public benefit corporation is not liable for the debts or



obligations of the charter school, or for claims arising from the performance of
acts, errors, or omissions by the charter school, if the authority has complied with
all oversight responsibilities required by law, including, but not limited to, those
required by Section 47604.32 and subdivision (m) of Section 47605.

(e) This section shall become operative on July 1, 2019.

§ 47604.1 (a) For purposes of this section, an “entity managing a charter school” Section 47604.1
means a nonprofit public benefit corporation that operates a charter school Governance
consistent with Section 47604. An entity that is not authorized to operate a charter ~ provisions
school pursuant to Section 47604 is not an “entity managing a charter school”

solely because it contracts with a charter school to provide to that charter school

goods or task-related services that are performed at the direction of the governing

body of the charter school and for which the governing body retains ultimate

decisionmaking authority.

(b) A charter school and an entity managing a charter school shall be subject to all

of the following:

(1) The Ralph M. Brown Act (Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 54950) of Part Brown Act
1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the Government Code), except that a charter school

operated by an entity pursuant to Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 47620)

shall be subject to the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act (Article 9 (commencing

with Section 11120) of Chapter 1 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the

Government Code) regardless of the authorizing entity.

(2)(A) The California Public Records Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section  Public Records
6250) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government Code). Act

(B)(1) The chartering authority of a charter school shall be the custodian of records

with regard to any request for information submitted to the charter school if either

of the following apply:

(I) The charter school is located on a federally recognized California Indian

reservation or rancheria.

(IT) The charter school is operated by a nonprofit public benefit corporation that

was formed on or before May 31, 2002, and is currently operated by a federally

recognized California Indian tribe.

(11) This subparagraph does not allow a chartering authority to delay or obstruct

access to records otherwise required under the California Public Records Act

(Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the

Government Code).

(3) Article 4 (commencing with Section 1090) of Chapter 1 of Division 4 of Title 1  Gov. Code

of the Government Code. section 1090
(4)(A) The Political Reform Act of 1974 (Title 9 (commencing with Section Political Reform
81000) of the Government Code). Act

(B) For purposes of Section 87300 of the Government Code, a charter school and

an entity managing a charter school shall be considered an agency and is the most

decentralized level for purposes of adopting a conflict-of-interest code.

(c)(1)(A) The governing body of one charter school shall meet within the physical  Location of

boundaries of the county in which the charter school is located. charter board
(B) A two-way teleconference location shall be established at each schoolsite. meetings
aanr Page | 3
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(2)(A) The governing body of one nonclassroom-based charter school that does
not have a facility or operates one or more resource centers shall meet within the
physical boundaries of the county in which the greatest number of pupils who are
enrolled in that charter school reside.
(B) A two-way teleconference location shall be established at each resource center.
(3)(A) For a governing body of an entity managing one or more charter schools
located within the same county, the governing body of the entity managing a
charter school shall meet within the physical boundaries of the county in which
that charter school or schools are located.
(B) A two-way teleconference location shall be established at each schoolsite and
each resource center.
(4)(A) For a governing body of an entity that manages two or more charter schools
that are not located in the same county, the governing body of the entity managing
the charter schools shall meet within the physical boundaries of the county in
which the greatest number of pupils enrolled in those charter schools managed by
that entity reside.
(B) A two-way teleconference location shall be established at each schoolsite and
each resource center.
(C) The governing body of the entity managing the charter schools shall audio
record, video record, or both, all the governing board meetings and post the
recordings on each charter school's internet website.
(5) This subdivision does not limit the authority of the governing body of a charter
school and an entity managing a charter school to meet outside the boundaries
described in this subdivision if authorized by Section 54954 of the Government
Code, and the meeting place complies with Section 54961 of the Government
Code.
Charter employee (d) Notwithstanding Article 4 (commencing with Section 1090) of Chapter 1 of
as board member Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code, an employee of a charter school
shall not be disqualified from serving as a member of the governing body of the
charter school because of that employee's employment status. A member of the
governing body of a charter school who is also an employee of the charter school
shall abstain from voting on, or influencing or attempting to influence another
member of the governing body regarding, all matters uniquely affecting that
member's employment.
(e) To the extent a governing body of a charter school or an entity managing a
charter school engages in activities that are unrelated to a charter school, Article 4
(commencing with Section 1090) of Chapter 1 of Division 4 of Title 1 of the
Government Code, the Ralph M. Brown Act (Chapter 9 (commencing with Section
54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the Government Code), the Bagley-
Keene Open Meeting Act (Article 9 (commencing with Section 11120) of Chapter
1 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the California Public
Records Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title
1 of the Government Code), and the Political Reform Act of 1974 (Title 9
(commencing with Section 81000) of the Government Code) shall not apply with
regard to those unrelated activities unless otherwise required by law.
(f) A meeting of the governing body of a charter school to discuss items related to
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the operation of the charter school shall not include the discussion of any item
regarding an activity of the governing body that is unrelated to the operation of the
charter school.

§ 47604.3 A charter school shall promptly respond to all reasonable inquiries, Section 47604.3
including, but not limited to, inquiries regarding its financial records, from its Response to
chartering authority, the county office of education that has jurisdiction over the reasonable

school’s chartering authority, or from the Superintendent of Public Instruction and  inquiries
shall consult with the chartering authority, the county office of education, or the
Superintendent of Public Instruction regarding any inquiries.

§ 47604.32 (a) Each chartering authority, in addition to any other duties imposed Section 47604.32
by this part, shall do all of the following with respect to each charter school under ~ Oversight duties
its authority: of chartering

(1) Identify at least one staff member as a contact person for the charter school. authority

(2) Visit each charter school at least annually.

(3) Ensure that each charter school under its authority complies with all reports

required of charter schools by law, including the local control and accountability

plan and annual update to the local control and accountability plan required

pursuant to Section 47606.5.

(4) Monitor the fiscal condition of each charter school under its authority.

(5) Provide timely notification to the department if any of the following

circumstances occur or will occur with regard to a charter school for which it is the

chartering authority:

(A) A renewal of the charter is granted or denied.

(B) The charter is revoked.

(C) The charter school will cease operation for any reason.

(b) The cost of performing the duties required by this section shall be funded with

supervisorial oversight fees collected pursuant to Section 47613.

§ 47604.33 (a) Each charter school shall annually prepare and submit the Section 47604.33
following reports to its chartering authority and the county superintendent of Periodic
schools, or only to the county superintendent of schools if the county board of financial reports

education is the chartering authority:

(1) On or before July 1, a preliminary budget. For a charter school in its first year
of operation, the information submitted pursuant to subdivision (g) of Section
47605 satisfies this requirement.

(2) On or before July 1, a local control and accountability plan and an annual
update to the local control and accountability plan required pursuant to Section
47606.5.

(3) On or before December 15, an interim financial report. This report shall reflect
changes through October 31.

(4) On or before March 15, a second interim financial report. This report shall
reflect changes through January 31.

(5) On or before September 15, a final unaudited report for the full prior year.

(b) The chartering authority shall use any financial or other information it obtains
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from the charter school, including, but not limited to, the reports required by this
section, to perform the duties described in subdivision (a) of Section 47604.32,
including monitoring the fiscal condition of the charter school.

(c) The cost of performing the duties required by this section shall be funded with
supervisorial oversight fees collected pursuant to Section 47613.

§ 47604.4 (a) In addition to the authority granted by Sections 1241.5 and 47604.3,
a county superintendent of schools may, based upon written complaints by parents
or other information that justifies the investigation, monitor the operations of a
charter school located within that county and conduct an investigation into the
operations of that charter school. If a county superintendent of schools monitors or
investigates a charter school pursuant to this section, the county office of education
shall not incur an liabilit beyond the cost of the investi ation.

(b) A charter school shall notify the county superintendent of schools of the county
in which it is located of the location of the charter school, including the location of
each site, if applicable, prior to commencin; operations.

[OPERATIVE UNTIL July 1, 2020]

§ 47604.5. The state board, whether or not it is the authority that granted the
charter, may, based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, take
appropriate action, including, but not limited to, revocation of the school's charter,
when the state board finds any of the followin :

(a) Gross financial mismanagement that jeopardizes the financial stability of the
charter school.

(b) Illegal or substantially improper use of charter school funds for the personal
benefit of any officer, director, or fiduciary of the charter school.

(c) Substantial and sustained departure from measurably successful practices such
that continued departure would jeopardize the educational development of the
school's pupils.

(d) Failure to improve pupil outcomes across multiple state and school priorities
identified in the charter pursuant to subparagraph (A) of paragraph (5) of
subdivision (b) of Section 47605 or subparagraph (A) of paragraph (5) of
subdivision (d) of Section 47605.6.

[OPERATIVE July 1, 2020)

§47604.5 The state board may, based upon the recommendation of the
Superintendent, take appropriate action, including, but not limited to, revocation
of the charter school’s charter, when the state board finds any of the following:
(a) Gross financial mismanagement that jeopardizes the financial stability of the
charter school.

(b) Illegal or substantially improper use of charter school funds for the personal
benefit of any officer, director, or fiduciary of the charter school.




(c) Substantial and sustained departure from measurably successful practices Departure from
such that continued departure would jeopardize the educational development of successful
thecharter school’s pupils. practices

(d) Failure to improve pupil outcomes across multiple state and school priorities
identified in the charter pursuant to subparagraph (A) of paragraph (5) of
subdivision (c) of Section 47605 or subparagraph (4) of paragraph (5) of
subdivision (b) of Section 47605.6.

(e) The requirement of this section shall not be waived by the state board pursuant
to Section 33050 or any other law.
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Section 47605
[OPERATIVE UNTIL July 1, 2020] Charter Petition:
required elements
§ 47605. (a)(1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the
establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated by one (Operative until
or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. A petition for the July 1, 2020)
establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school that will
operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A charter school
may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school district if each location
is identified in the charter school petition. The petition may be submitted to the
governing board of the school district for review after either of the following
conditions is met:
(A) The petition is signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of pupils that  Parent Signatures
is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the charter school
estimates will enroll in the charter school for its first year of operation.

(B) The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to at least Teachers
one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates will be Signatures
employed at the charter school during its first year of operation.

(2) A petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a charter Conversion of

school that would not be eligible for a loan pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section  existing public
41365 may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter  schoo!/

school. The petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school

district for review after the petition is signed by not less than 50 percent of the

permanent status teachers currently employed at the public school to be

converted.

(3) A petition shall include a prominent statement that a signature on the petition  Statement of
means that the parent or legal guardian is meaningfully interested in having their ~ meaningful interest
child or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a teacher's signature,

means that the teacher is meaningfully interested in teaching at the charter school.

The proposed charter shall be attached to the petition.

(4) After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes to Additional sites
establish operations at one or more additional sites shall request a material pursuant to request
revision to its charter and shall notify the authority that granted its charter of for material

those additional locations. The authority that granted its charter shall consider revision

whether to approve those additional locations at an open, public meeting. If the

additional locations are approved, they shall be a material revision to the charter

school's charter.

(5)(A) A charter school that established one site outside the boundaries of the Limitations on
school district, but within the county in which that school district is located before single site outside
January 1, 2020, may continue to operate that site until the charter school submits  sc/ool district
a request for the renewal of its charter petition. To continue operating the site, the  boundaries
charter school shall do either of the following:

(1) First, before submitting the request for the renewal of the charter petition,

obtain approval in writing from the school district where the site is operating.

(i1) Submit a request for the renewal of the charter petition pursuant to Section
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47607 to the school district in which the charter school is located.

(B) If a Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency is issued in
accordance with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.) for an area in which a charter
schoolsite is located and operating, the charter school, for not more than five
years, may relocate that site outside the area subject to the Presidential declaration
if the charter school first obtains the written approval of the school district where
the site is being relocated to.

(C) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), if a charter school was relocated from
December 31, 2016, to December 31, 2019, inclusive, due to a Presidential
declaration of a major disaster or emergency in accordance with the federal
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec.
5121 et seq.), that charter school shall be allowed to return to its original campus
location in perpetuity.

(D) A charter school located on a federally recognized California Indian
reservation or rancheria or operated by a federally recognized California Indian
tribe shall be exempt from the provisions of this paragraph.

(E) The department shall regard as a continuing charter school for all purposes a
charter school that was granted approval of its petition, that was providing
educational services to pupils prior to October 1, 2019, and is authorized by a
different chartering authority due to changes to this paragraph that took effect
January 1, 2020.

(6) Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school shall not
be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by the school
district of the governing board considering the petition, unless the petition
proposes to serve pupils in all of the grade levels served by that school district.
(b) No later than 30 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with
subdivision (a), the governing board of the school district shall hold a public
hearing on the provisions of the charter, at which time the governing board of the
school district shall consider the level of support for the petition by teachers
employed by the school district, other employees of the school district, and
parents. Following review of the petition and the public hearing, the governing
board of the school district shall either grant or deny the charter within 60 days of
receipt of the petition, provided, however, that the date may be extended by an
additional 30 days if both parties agree to the extension. In reviewing petitions for
the establishment of charter schools pursuant to this section, the chartering
authority shall be guided by the intent of the Legislature that charter schools are
and should become an integral part of the California educational system and that
the establishment of charter schools should be encouraged.

The governing board of the school district shall grant a charter for the operation
of a school under this part if it is satisfied that granting the charter is consistent
with sound educational practice. The governing board of the school district shall
not deny a petition for the establishment of a charter school unless it makes
written factual findings, specific to the particular petition, setting forth specific
facts to support one or more of the following findings:



(1) The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the pupils
tobe enrolled in the charter school.

(2) The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the
program set forth in the petition.

(3) The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by
subdivision (a).

(4) The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions
described in subdivision (d).

(5) The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions of all of
the following:

(A)(1) The educational program of the charter school, designed, among other
things, to identify those whom the charter school is attempting to educate, what it
means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and how learning best
occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include the objective of
enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and lifelong learners.

(i1) The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each subgroup of
pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in the state priorities,
as described in paragraphs (2) to (8), inclusive, of subdivision (d) of Section
52060, that apply for the grade levels served by the charter school, and specific
annual actions to achieve those goals. A charter petition may identify additional
school priorities, the goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual
actions to achieve those goals.

(111) If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, the manner in
which the charter school will inform parents about the transferability of courses to
other public high schools and the eligibility of courses to meet college entrance
requirements. Courses offered by the charter school that are accredited by the
Western Association of Schools and Colleges may be considered transferable and
courses approved by the University of California or the California State
University as creditable under the “A to G admissions criteria may be considered
to meet college entrance requirements.

(B) The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter school.
“Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to which all pupils
of the charter school demonstrate that they have attained the skills, knowledge,
and attitudes specified as goals in the charter school's educational program. Pupil
outcomes shall include outcomes that address increases in pupil academic
achievement both schoolwide and for all groups of pupils served by the charter
school, as that term is defined in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision
(a) of Section 47607. The pupil outcomes shall align with the state priorities, as
described in paragraphs (2) to (8), inclusive, of subdivision (d) of Section 52060,
that apply for the grade levels served by the charter school.

(C) The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes is to be
measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil outcomes for
state priorities shall be consistent with the way information is reported on a
school accountability report card.
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(D) The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not limited to,
the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental involvement.
(E) The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the charter
school.

(F) The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health and
safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall require all of the following:

(1) That each employee of the charter school furnish the charter school with a
criminal record summary as described in Section 44237.

(i1) The development of a school safety plan, which shall include the safety topics
listed in subparagraphs (A) to (J), inclusive, of paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of
Section 32282.

(ii1) That the school safety plan be reviewed and updated by March 1 of every
year by the charter school.

(G) The means by which the charter school will achieve a racial and ethnic
balance among its pupils that is reflective of the general population residing
within the territorial jurisdiction of the school district to which the charter petition
is submitted.

(H) Admission policies and procedures, consistent with subdivision (d).

(I) The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be conducted,
which shall employ generally accepted accounting principles, and the manner in
which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved to the satisfaction of the
chartering authority.

(J) The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled from the charter
school for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily removed from the
charter school for any reason. These procedures, at a minimum, shall include an
explanation of how the charter school will comply with federal and state
constitutional procedural and substantive due process requirements that is
consistent with all of the following:

(1) For suspensions of fewer than 10 days, provide oral or written notice of the
charges against the pupil and, if the pupil denies the charges, an explanation of
the evidence that supports the charges and an opportunity for the pupil to present
the pupil's side of the story.

(i1) For suspensions of 10 days or more and all other expulsions for disciplinary
reasons, both of the following:

() Provide timely, written notice of the charges against the pupil and an
explanation of the pupil's basic rights.

(IT) Provide a hearing adjudicated by a neutral officer within a reasonable number
of days at which the pupil has a fair opportunity to present testimony, evidence,
and witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, and at which
the pupil has the right to bring legal counsel or an advocate.

(ii1) Contain a clear statement that no pupil shall be involuntarily removed by the
charter school for any reason unless the parent or guardian of the pupil has been
provided written notice of intent to remove the pupil no less than five schooldays
before the effective date of the action. The written notice shall be in the native
language of the pupil or the pupil's parent or guardian or, if the pupil is a foster



child or youth or a homeless child or youth, the pupil's educational rights holder,
and shall inform the pupil, the pupil's parent or guardian, or the pupil's
educational rights holder of the right to initiate the procedures specified in clause
(i1) before the effective date of the action. If the pupil's parent, guardian, or
educational rights holder initiates the procedures specified in clause (ii), the pupil
shall remain enrolled and shall not be removed until the charter school issues a
final decision. For purposes of this clause, “involuntarily removed” includes
disenrolled, dismissed, transferred, or terminated, but does not include
suspensions specified in clauses (i) and (ii).

(K) The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be covered by
the State Teachers' Retirement System, the Public Employees' Retirement
System, or federal social security.

(L) The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within the school
district who choose not to attend charter schools.

(M) The rights of an employee of the school district upon leaving the employment
of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any rights of return to the
school district after employment at a charter school.

(N) The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the chartering
authority to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter.

(O) The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures shall
ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition of all assets
and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing of any net assets
and for the maintenance and transfer of pupil records.

(6) The petition does not contain a declaration of whether or not the charter
school shall be deemed the exclusive public employer of the employees of the
charter school for purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 3540) of
Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code.

(c)(1) Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct the pupil
assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other statewide standards
authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to pupils in noncharter
public schools.

(2) Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, legal
guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school's educational programs.

(d)(1) In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a charter
school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment
practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and shall not
discriminate against a pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed in Section
220. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter school shall not
be determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of that pupil's
parent or legal guardian, within this state, except that an existing public school
converting partially or entirely to a charter school under this part shall adopt and
maintain a policy giving admission preference to pupils who reside within the
former attendance area of that public school.

(2)(A) A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the charter
school.
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Public random (B) If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds the
drawing, approval ~ charter school's capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the charter
for admission school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference shall be
preferences extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who reside in

the school district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. Preferences,
including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or attending the charter
school and children of the charter school's teachers, staff, and founders identified
in the initial charter, may also be permitted by the chartering authority on an
individual charter school basis. Priority order for any preference shall be
determined in the charter petition in accordance with all of the following:

(1) Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority at a
public hearing.

(i1) Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California Constitution,
and Section 200.

(ii1) Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils with
disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, neglected or
delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are economically
disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or reduced-price meal
program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, race, ethnicity, or sexual
orientation.

(iv) In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require mandatory
parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued enrollment.
(C) In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make reasonable
efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and shall not take any
action to impede the charter school from expanding enrollment to meet pupil
demand.

(3) If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating or
completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify the
superintendent of the school district of the pupil's last known address within 30
days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a copy of the
cumulative record of the pupil, including report cards or a transcript of grades,
and health information. If the pupil is subsequently expelled or leaves the school
district without graduating or completing the school year for any reason, the
school district shall provide this information to the charter school within 30 days
if the charter school demonstrates that the pupil had been enrolled in the charter
school. This paragraph applies only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time
education pursuant to Section 48200.

Prohibited (4)(A) A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or seeking to
discouragement enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic
from enrollment; performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics

complaint process ~ described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2).
(B) A charter school shall not request a pupil's records or require a parent,
guardian, or pupil to submit the pupil's records to the charter school before
enrollment.
(C) A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the charter
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school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another school for any
reason, including, but not limited to, academic performance of the pupil or
because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of
subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall not apply to actions

taken by a charter school pursuant to the procedures described in subparagraph (J)

of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b).

(D) The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this paragraph.
This notice shall be posted on a charter school's internet website. A charter school
shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil is 18 years of age or
older, a copy of this notice at all of the following times:

(1) When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment.

(i1) Before conducting an enrollment lottery.

(ii1) Before disenrollment of a pupil.

(E)(1) A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this paragraph
may file a complaint with the chartering authority.

(i1) The department shall develop a template to be used for filing complaints
pursuant to clause (i).

(5) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of July 1,
2019, that operates in partnership with the California National Guard may dismiss
a pupil from the charter school for failing to maintain the minimum standards of
conduct required by the Military Department.

(e) The governing board of a school district shall not require an employee of the
school district to be employed in a charter school.

(f) The governing board of a school district shall not require a pupil enrolled in
the school district to attend a charter school.

(g) The governing board of a school district shall require that the petitioner or
petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation and potential
effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the facilities to be used
by the charter school, the manner in which administrative services of the charter
school are to be provided, and potential civil liability effects, if any, upon the
charter school and upon the school district. The description of the facilities to be
used by the charter school shall specify where the charter school intends to locate.
The petitioner or petitioners also shall be required to provide financial statements
that include a proposed first-year operational budget, including startup costs, and
cashflow and financial projections for the first three years of operation.

(h) In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within the
school district, the governing board of the school district shall give preference to
petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide comprehensive learning
experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner or petitioners as academically
low achieving pursuant to the standards established by the department under
Section 54032, as that section read before July 19, 2006.

(1) Upon the approval of the petition by the governing board of the school district,
the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval,
including a copy of the petition, to the applicable county superintendent of
schools, the department, and the state board.
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county board of education. The county board of education shall review the
petition pursuant to subdivision (b). If the petitioner elects to submit a petition for
establishment of a charter school to the county board of education and the county
board of education denies the petition, the petitioner may file a petition for
establishment of a charter school with the state board, and the state board may
approve the petition, in accordance with subdivision (b). A charter school that
receives approval of its petition from a county board of education or from the
state board on appeal shall be subject to the same requirements concerning
geographic location to which it would otherwise be subject if it received approval
from the school district to which it originally submitted its petition. A charter
petition that is submitted to either a county board of education or to the state
board shall meet all otherwise applicable petition requirements, including the
identification of the proposed site or sites where the charter school will operate.
(2) In assuming its role as a chartering authority, the state board shall develop
criteria to be used for the review and approval of charter school petitions
presented to the state board. The criteria shall address all elements required for
charter approval, as identified in subdivision (b), and shall define “reasonably
comprehensive,” as used in paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), in a way that is
consistent with the intent of this part. Upon satisfactory completion of the criteria,
the state board shall adopt the criteria on or before June 30, 2001.

(3) A charter school for which a charter is granted by either the county board of
education or the state board based on an appeal pursuant to this subdivision shall
qualify fully as a charter school for all funding and other purposes of this part.

(4) If either the county board of education or the state board fails to act on a
petition within 120 days of receipt, the decision of the governing board of the
school district to deny the petition shall be subject to judicial review.

(5) The state board shall adopt regulations implementing this subdivision.

(6) Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, the
petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, including a
copy of the petition, to the department and the state board.

(k)(1) The state board may, by mutual agreement, designate its supervisorial and
oversight responsibilities for a charter school approved by the state board to any
local educational agency in the county in which the charter school is located or to
the governing board of the school district that first denied the petition.

(2) The designated local educational agency shall have all monitoring and
supervising authority of a chartering authority, including, but not limited to,
powers and duties set forth in Section 47607, except the power of revocation,
which shall remain with the state board.

(3) A charter school that is granted its charter through an appeal to the state board
and elects to seek renewal of its charter shall, before expiration of the charter,
submit its petition for renewal to the governing board of the school district that
initially denied the charter. If the governing board of the school district denies the
charter school's petition for renewal, the charter school may petition the state



board for renewal of its charter.
(/) Teachers in charter schools shall hold a Commission on Teacher Credentialing  7eacher
certificate, permit, or other document equivalent to that which a teacher in other credentialing;
public schools would be required to hold. These documents shall be maintained  flexibility for
on file at the charter school and are subject to periodic inspection by the noncore courses
chartering authority. It is the intent of the Legislature that charter schools be
given flexibility with regard to noncore, noncollege preparatory courses.
(m) A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent financial Annual financial
audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in subparagraph (I) of audit
paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), to its chartering authority, the Controller, the
county superintendent of schools of the county in which the charter school is
sited, unless the county board of education of the county in which the charter
school is sited is the chartering authority, and the department by December 15 of
each year. This subdivision does not apply if the audit of the charter school is
encompassed in the audit of the chartering authority pursuant to Section 41020.
(n) A charter school may encourage parental involvement, but shall notify the Parent volunteer
parents and guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils that hours not required
parental involvement is not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued
enrollment at, the charter school.

Section 47605

[OPERATIVE July 1, 2020] Charter Petition:

required elements
§ 47605 (a)(1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the
establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated by (Operative July 1,
one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. A petition for the 2020)
establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school that will
operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A charter school
may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school district if each location
is identified in the charter school petition. The petition may be submitted to the
governing board of the school district for review after either of the following
conditions is met:
(A) The petition is signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of pupils that Parent Signatures
is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the charter school
estimates will enroll in the charter school for its first year of operation.

(B) The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to at least Teachers
one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates will be Signatures
employed at the charter school during its first year of operation.

(2) A petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a charter Conversion of

school that would not be eligible for a loan pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section  existing public
41365 may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter  school

school. The petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school

district for review after the petition is signed by not less than 50 percent of the

permanent status teachers currently employed at the public school to be

converted.

(3) A petition shall include a prominent statement that a signature on the petition  Statement of
means that the parent or legal guardian is meaningfully interested in having their ~ meaningful interest
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child or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a teacher's signature,
means that the teacher is meaningfully interested in teaching at the charter
school. The proposed charter shall be attached to the petition.
Additional sites (4) After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes to
pursuant to request expand operations to one or more additional sites or grade levels shall request a
for material material revision to its charter and shall notify the chartering authority of those
revision additional locations or grade levels. The chartering authority shall consider
whether to approve those additional locations or grade levels at an open, public
meeting. If the additional locations or grade levels are approved pursuant to the
standards and criteria described in subdivision (c), there shall be a material
revision to the charter school's charter.

Limitations on (5)(4) A charter school that established one site outside the boundaries of the
single site outside — school district, but within the county in which that school district is located
school district before January 1, 2020, may continue to operate that site until the charter school
boundaries submits a request for the renewal of its charter petition. To continue operating

the site, the charter school shall do either of the following:
(i) First, before submitting the request for the renewal of the charter petition,
obtain approval in writing from the school district where the site is operating.
(ii) Submit a request for the renewal of the charter petition pursuant to Section
47607 to the school district in which the charter school is located.
(B) If a Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency is issued in
accordance with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.) for an area in which a charter
schoolsite is located and operating, the charter school, for not more than five
years, may relocate that site outside the area subject to the Presidential
declaration if the charter school first obtains the written approval of the school
district where the site is being relocated to.
(C) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), if a charter school was relocated from
December 31, 2016, to December 31, 2019, inclusive, due to a Presidential
declaration of a major disaster or emergency in accordance with the federal
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec.
5121 et seq.), that charter school shall be allowed to return to its original campus
location in perpetuity.
(D) A charter school located on a federally recognized California Indian
reservation or rancheria or operated by a federally recognized California Indian
tribe shall be exempt from the provisions of this paragraph.
(E) The department shall regard as a continuing charter school for all purposes a
charter school that was granted approval of its petition, that was providing
educational services to pupils prior to October 1, 2019, and is authorized by a
different chartering authority due to changes to this paragraph that took effect
January 1, 2020.
Grade levels not — (6) Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school may not
served by school — be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by the school
district district of the governing board considering the petition, unless the petition
proposes to serve pupils in all of the grade levels served by that school district.
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(b) No later than 60 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with Public hearing;
subdivision (a), the governing board of the school district shall hold a public timelines
hearing on the provisions of the charter, at which time the governing board of the

school district shall consider the level of support for the petition by teachers

employed by the school district, other employees of the school district, and

parents. Following review of the petition and the public hearing, the governing

board of the school district shall either grant or deny the charter within 90 days of

receipt of the petition, provided, however, that the date may be extended by an

additional 30 days if both parties agree to the extension. A petition is deemed

received by the governing board of the school district for purposes of commencing

the timelines described in this subdivision on the day the petitioner submits a

petition to the district office, along with a signed certification that the petitioner

deems the petition to be complete. The governing board of the school district shall

publish all staff recommendations, including the recommended findings and, if

applicable, the certification from the county superintendent of schools prepared

pursuant to paragraph (8) of subdivision (c), regarding the petition at least 15

days before the public hearing at which the governing board of the school district

will either grant or deny the charter. At the public hearing at which the governing

board of the school district will either grant or deny the charter, petitioners shall

have equivalent time and procedures to present evidence and testimony to respond

to the staff recommendations and findings.

(c) In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools pursuant to this  Written factual
section, the chartering authority shall be guided by the intent of the Legislature findings for denial
that charter schools are and should become an integral part of the California

educational system and that the establishment of charter schools should be

encouraged. The governing board of the school district shall grant a charter for

the operation of a school under this part if it is satisfied that granting the charter

is consistent with sound educational practice and with the interests of the

community in which the school is proposing to locate. The governing board of the

school district shall consider the academic needs of the pupils the school proposes

to serve. The governing board of the school district shall not deny a petition for

the establishment of a charter school unless it makes written factual findings,

specific to the particular petition, setting forth specific facts to support one or

more of the following findings:

(1) The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the pupils to  Unsound

be enrolled in the charter school. educational
program

(2) The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the Unlikelihood of

program set forth in the petition. success

(3) The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by Lack of signatures

subdivision (a).

(4) The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions No affirmation of

described in subdivision (e). conditions

(5) The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions of all of ~ Reasonably

the following: comprehensive
elements
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Description of (A)(i) The educational program of the charter school, designed, among other
educational things, to identify those whom the charter school is attempting to educate, what
program it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and how learning best

occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include the objective of
enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and lifelong learners.

Description of (ii) The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each subgroup

annual goals of pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in the state
priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the
grade levels served, and specific annual actions to achieve those goals. A charter
petition may identify additional school priorities, the goals for the school
priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve those goals.

High schools; (iii) If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, the manner in
transferability of  which the charter school will inform parents about the transferability of courses
courses to other public high schools and the eligibility of courses to meet college entrance

requirements. Courses offered by the charter school that are accredited by the
Western Association of Schools and Colleges may be considered transferable and
courses approved by the University of California or the California State
University as creditable under the “A to G” admissions criteria may be
considered to meet college entrance requirements.
Measurable pupil  (B) The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter school.
outcomes for all “Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to which all pupils
pupil groups of the charter school demonstrate that they have attained the skills, knowledge,
and attitudes specified as goals in the charter school's educational program.
Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address increases in pupil academic
achievement both schoolwide and for all pupil subgroups served by the charter
school, as that term is defined in subdivision (a) of Section 52052. The pupil
outcomes shall align with the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of
Section 52060, that apply for the grade levels served by the charter school.
Method to measure (C) The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes is to be
pupil outcomes measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil outcomes for
state priorities shall be consistent with the way information is reported on a
school accountability report card.

Governance (D) The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not limited to,
structure the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental involvement.
Qualifications of  (E) The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the charter
employees school.

Health and safety  (F) The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health and
procedures safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall require the following:

(i) That each employee of the charter school furnish the charter school with a
criminal record summary as described in Section 44237.
(ii) The development of a school safety plan, which shall include the safety topics
listed in subparagraphs (A) to (J), inclusive, of paragraph (2) of subdivision (a)
of Section 32282.
(iii) That the school safety plan be reviewed and updated by March 1 of every
year by the charter school.
Balance of pupil ~ (G) The means by which the charter school will achieve a balance of racial and
subgroups. ethnic pupils, special education pupils, and English learner pupils, including
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redesignated fluent English proficient pupils, as defined by the evaluation rubrics

in Section 52064.5, that is reflective of the general population residing within the

territorial jurisdiction of the school district to which the charter petition is

submitted. Upon renewal, for a charter school not deemed to be a local

educational agency for purposes of special education pursuant to Section 47641,

the chartering authority may consider the effect of school placements made by the

chartering authority in providing a free and appropriate public education as

required by the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (Public Law

101-476), on the balance of pupils with disabilities at the charter school.

(H) Admission policies and procedures, consistent with subdivision (e). Admission
requirements

(1) The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be conducted, — Annual financial

which shall employ generally accepted accounting principles, and the manner in  audits

which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved to the satisfaction of the

chartering authority.

(J) The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled from the Suspension or

charter school for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily removed from  Expulsion of pupils

the charter school for any reason. These procedures, at a minimum, shall include

an explanation of how the charter school will comply with federal and state

constitutional procedural and substantive due process requirements that is

consistent with all of the following:

(i) For suspensions of fewer than 10 days, provide oral or written notice of the

charges against the pupil and, if the pupil denies the charges, an explanation of

the evidence that supports the charges and an opportunity for the pupil to present

the pupil’s side of the story.

(ii) For suspensions of 10 days or more and all other expulsions for disciplinary

reasons, both of the following:

(1) Provide timely, written notice of the charges against the pupil and an

explanation of the pupil's basic rights.

(1l) Provide a hearing adjudicated by a neutral officer within a reasonable

number of days at which the pupil has a fair opportunity to present testimony,

evidence, and witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, and

at which the pupil has the right to bring legal counsel or an advocate.

(iii) Contain a clear statement that no pupil shall be involuntarily removed by the

charter school for any reason unless the parent or guardian of the pupil has been

provided written notice of intent to remove the pupil no less than five schooldays

before the effective date of the action. The written notice shall be in the native

language of the pupil or the pupil's parent or guardian or, if the pupil is a foster

child or youth or a homeless child or youth, the pupil's educational rights holder,

and shall inform the pupil, the pupil’s parent or guardian, or the pupil’s

educational rights holder of the right to initiate the procedures specified in clause

(ii) before the effective date of the action. If the pupil's parent, guardian, or

educational rights holder initiates the procedures specified in clause (ii), the

pupil shall remain enrolled and shall not be removed until the charter school

issues a final decision. For purposes of this clause, “involuntarily removed”

includes disenrolled, dismissed, transferred, or terminated, but does not include

suspensions speci ied in clauses (i) and (ii).
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(K) The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be covered by
the State Teachers' Retirement System, the Public Employees' Retirement System,
or federal social security.

(L) The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within the school
district who choose not to attend charter schools.

(M) The rights of an employee of the school district upon leaving the employment
of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any rights of return to the
school district after employment at a charter school.

(N) The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the chartering
authority to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter.

(O) The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures shall
ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition of all assets
and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing of any net
assets and for the maintenance and transfer of pupil records.

(6) The petition does not contain a declaration of whether or not the charter
school shall be deemed the exclusive public employer of the employees of the
charter school for purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 3540) of
Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code.

(7) The charter school is demonstrably unlikely to serve the interests of the entire
community in which the school is proposing to locate. Analysis of this finding
shall include consideration of the fiscal impact of the proposed charter school. A
written factual finding under this paragraph shall detail specific facts and
circumstances that analyze and consider the following factors:

(A) The extent to which the proposed charter school would substantially
undermine existing services, academic offerings, or programmatic offerings.

(B) Whether the proposed charter school would duplicate a program currently
offered within the school district and the existing program has sufficient capacity
for the pupils proposed to be served within reasonable proximity to where the
charter school intends to locate.

(8) The school district is not positioned to absorb the fiscal impact of the
proposed charter school. A school district satisfies this paragraph if it has a
qualified interim certification pursuant to Section 1240 and the county
superintendent of schools, in consultation with the County Office Fiscal Crisis
and Management Assistance Team, certifies that approving the charter school
would result in the school district having a negative interim certification pursuant
to Section 1240, has a negative interim certification pursuant to Section 1240, or
is under state receivership. Charter schools proposed in a school district
satisfying one of these conditions shall be subject to a rebuttable presumption of
denial.

(d)(1) Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct the pupil
assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other statewide
standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to pupils in
noncharter public schools.

(2) Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, legal
guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school's educational programs.



(e)(1) In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a charter Nonsectarian,
school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment no tuition, no
practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and shall not discrimination

discriminate against a pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed in Section
220. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter school shall not
be determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of that pupil’s
parent or legal guardian, within this state, except that an existing public school
converting partially or entirely to a charter school under this part shall adopt and
maintain a policy giving admission preference to pupils who reside within the
former attendance area of that public school.

(2)(A) A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the charter Admit all pupils
school.

(B) If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds the Public random
charter school's capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the charter drawing; approval
school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference shall be for admission

extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who reside in  preferences
the school district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. Preferences,
including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or attending the charter
school and children of the charter school's teachers, staff, and founders identified
in the initial charter, may also be permitted by the chartering authority on an
individual charter school basis. Priority order for any preference shall be
determined in the charter petition in accordance with all of the following:

(i) Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority at a
public hearing.

(ii) Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California Constitution,
and Section 200.

(iii) Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils with
disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, neglected or
delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are economically
disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or reduced-price meal
program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, race, ethnicity, or sexual
orientation.

(iv) In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require mandatory
parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued enrollment.
(C) In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make reasonable
efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and shall not take any
action to impede the charter school from expanding enrollment to meet pupil

demand.
(3) If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating or Notice of student
completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify the expulsions

superintendent of the school district of the pupil's last known address within 30
days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a copy of the
cumulative record of the pupil, including report cards or a transcript of grades,
and health information. If the pupil is subsequently expelled or leaves the school
district without graduating or completing the school year for any reason, the
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school district shall provide this information to the charter school within 30 days
if the charter school demonstrates that the pupil had been enrolled in the charter
school. This paragraph applies only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time
education pursuant to Section 48200.

Prohibited (4)(4) A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or seeking to
discouragement enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not limited to,
from enrollment; academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the

complaint process — characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2).
(B) A charter school shall not request a pupil's records or require a parent,
guardian, or pupil to submit the pupil's records to the charter school before
enrollment.

(C) A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the charter
school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another school for any
reason, including, but not limited to, academic performance of the pupil or
because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of
subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall not apply to actions
taken by a charter school pursuant to the procedures described in subparagraph
(J) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c).

(D) The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this paragraph.
This notice shall be posted on a charter school's internet website. A charter
school shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil is 18 years of
age or older, a copy of this notice at all of the following times:

(i) When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment.

(ii) Before conducting an enrollment lottery.

(iii) Before disenrollment of a pupil.

(E)(i) A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this paragraph
may file a complaint with the chartering authority.

(ii) The department shall develop a template to be used for filing complaints
pursuant to clause (i).

Carve-out for (5) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of July 1,

special partnership 2019, that operates in partnership with the California National Guard may
dismiss a pupil from the charter school for failing to maintain the minimum
standards of conduct required by the Military Department.

No charter school  (f) The governing board of a school district shall not require an employee of the

employment school district to be employed in a charter school.

required

No charter school — (g) The governing board of a school district shall not require a pupil enrolled in

enrollment required the school district to attend a charter school.

Information on civil (h) The governing board of a school district shall require that the petitioner or

liability; facilities; — petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation and potential

proposed budget effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the facilities to be used
by the charter school, the manner in which administrative services of the charter
school are to be provided, and potential civil liability effects, if any, upon the
charter school and upon the school district. The description of the facilities to be
used by the charter school shall specify where the charter school intends to
locate. The petitioner or petitioners also shall be required to provide financial
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statements that include a proposed first-year operational budget, including
startup costs, and cashflow and financial projections for the first three years of
operation. Ifthe school is to be operated by, or as, a nonprofit public benefit
corporation, the petitioner shall provide the names and relevant qualifications of
all persons whom the petitioner nominates to serve on the governing body of the
charter school.

(i) In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within the
school district, the governing board of the school district shall give preference to
petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide comprehensive learning
experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner or petitioners as academically
low achieving pursuant to the standards established by the department under
Section 54032, as that section read before July 19, 2006.

(7) Upon the approval of the petition by the governing board of the school district,
the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval,
including a copy of the petition, to the applicable county superintendent of
schools, the department, and the state board.

(k)(1)(A)(i) If the governing board of a school district denies a petition, the
petitioner may elect to submit the petition for the establishment of a charter
school to the county board of education. The petitioner shall submit the petition
to the county board of education within 30 days of a denial by the governing
board of the school district. At the same time the petition is submitted to the
county board of education, the petitioner shall also provide a copy of the petition
to the school district. The county board of education shall review the petition
pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (c). If the petition submitted on appeal contains
new or different material terms, the county board of education shall immediately
remand the petition to the governing board of the school district for
reconsideration, which shall grant or deny the petition within 30 days. If the
governing board of the school district denies a petition after reconsideration, the
petitioner may elect to resubmit the petition for the establishment of a charter
school to the county board of education.

(ii) The county board of education shall review the appeal petition pursuant to
subdivision (c). If the denial of the petition was made pursuant to paragraph (8)
of subdivision (c), the county board of education shall also review the school
district’s findings pursuant to paragraph (8) of subdivision (c).

(iii) As used in this subdivision, “material terms” of the petition means the
signatures, affirmations, disclosures, documents, and descriptions described in
subdivisions (a), (b), (c), and (h), but shall not include minor administrative
updates to the petition or related documents due to changes in circumstances
based on the passage of time related to fiscal affairs, facilities arrangements, or
state law, or to reflect the county board of education as the chartering authority.
(B) If the governing board of a school district denies a petition and the county
lacks an independent county board of education, the petitioner may elect to
submit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the state board.
The state board shall review the petition pursuant to this paragraph. If the denial
of a charter petition is reversed by the state board, the state board shall designate
the governing board of the school district in which the charter school is located
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as the chartering authority.

Appeal of County  (2) If the county board of education denies a petition, the petitioner may appeal

Board denial to that denial to the state board.

State Board (A) The petitioner shall submit the petition to the state board within 30 days of a
denial by the county board of education. The petitioner shall include the findings
and documentary record from the governing board of the school district and the
county board of education and a written submission detailing, with specific
citations to the documentary record, how the governing board of the school
district or the county board of education, or both, abused their discretion. The
governing board of the school district and county board of education shall
prepare the documentary record, including transcripts of the public hearing at
which the governing board of the school district and county board of education
denied the charter, at the request of the petitioner. The documentary record shall
be prepared by the governing board of the school district and county board of
education no later than 10 business days after the request of the petitioner is
made. At the same time the petition and supporting documentation is submitted to
the state board, the petitioner shall also provide a copy of the petition and
supporting documentation to the school district and the county board of
education.

(B) If the appeal contains new or different material terms, as defined in clause
(iii) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1), the state board shall immediately
remand the petition to the governing board of the school district to which the
petition was submitted for reconsideration. The governing board of the school
district shall grant or deny the petition within 30 days. If the governing board of
the school district denies a petition after reconsideration, the petitioner may elect
to resubmit the petition to the state board.

(C) Within 30 days of receipt of the appeal submitted to the state board, the
governing board of the school district or county board of education may submit a
written opposition to the state board detailing, with specific citations to the
documentary record, how the governing board of the school district or the county
board of education did not abuse its discretion in denying the petition. The
governing board of the school district or the county board of education may
submit supporting documentation or evidence from the documentary record that
was considered by the governing board of the school district or the county board

of education.
Advisory (D) The state board’s Advisory Commission on Charter Schools shall hold a
Commission on public hearing to review the appeal and documentary record. Based on its

Charter Schools review, the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools shall submit a
recommendation to the state board whether there is sufficient evidence to hear
the appeal or to summarily deny review of the appeal based on the documentary
record. If the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools does not submit a
recommendation to the state board, the state board shall consider the appeal, and
shall either hear the appeal or summarily deny review of the appeal based on the
documentary record at a regular public meeting of the state board.

(E) The state board shall either hear the appeal or summarily deny review of the
appeal based on the documentary record. If the state board hears the appeal, the
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state board may affirm the determination of the governing board of the school
district or the county board of education, or both of those determinations, or may
reverse only upon a determination that there was an abuse of discretion. If the
denial of a charter petition is reversed by the state board, the state board shall
designate, in consultation with the petitioner, either the governing board of the
school district or the county board of education in which the charter school is
located as the chartering authority.

(3) A charter school for which a charter is granted by either the county board of
education or the state board based on an appeal pursuant to this subdivision shall
qualify fully as a charter school for all funding and other purposes of this part.
(4) A charter school that receives approval of its petition from a county board of
education or from the state board on appeal shall be subject to the same
requirements concerning geographic location to which it would otherwise be
subject if it received approval from the chartering authority to which it originally
submitted its petition. A charter petition that is submitted to either a county board
of education or to the state board shall meet all otherwise applicable petition
requirements, including the identification of the proposed site or sites where the
charter school will operate.

(5) Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, the
petition or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, including a
copy of the petition, to the governing board of the school district in which the
charter school is located, the department, and the state board.

(6) If either the county board of education or the state board fails to act on a Judicial review
petition within 180 days of receipt, the decision of the governing board of the
school district to deny the petition shall be subject to judicial review.

(1)(1) Teachers in charter schools shall hold the Commission on Teacher Certification
Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document required for the teacher’s requirements for
certificated assignment. These documents shall be maintained on file at the charter school

charter school and are subject to periodic inspection by the chartering authority.  teachers
A governing body of a direct-funded charter school may use local assignment
options authorized in statute and regulations for the purpose of legally assigning
certificated teachers, in accordance with all of the requirements of the applicable
Statutes or regulations in the same manner as a governing board of a school
district. A charter school shall have authority to request an emergency permit or
a waiver from the Commission on Teacher Credentialing for individuals in the
same manner as a school district.

(2) By July 1, 2020, all teachers in charter schools shall obtain a certificate of
clearance and satisfy the requirements for professional fitness pursuant to
Sections 44339, 44340, and 44341.

(3) The Commission on Teacher Credentialing shall include in the bulletins it
issues pursuant to subdivision (k) of Section 44237 to provide notification to local
educational agencies of any adverse actions taken against the holders of any
commission documents, notice of any adverse actions taken against teachers
employed by charter schools and shall make this bulletin available to all
chartering authorities and charter schools in the same manner in which it is made
available to local educational agencies.
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Annual financial (m) A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent financial

audit audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in subparagraph (I) of
paragraph (5) of subdivision (c), to its chartering authority, the Controller, the
county superintendent of schools of the county in which the charter school is
sited, unless the county board of education of the county in which the charter
school is sited is the chartering authority, and the department by December 15 of
each year. This subdivision does not apply if the audit of the charter school is
encompassed in the audit of the chartering authority pursuant to Section 41020.

Parent volunteer — (n) A charter school may encourage parental involvement, but shall notify the

hours not required — parents and guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils that
parental involvement is not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued
enrollment at, the charter school.

No waivers by SBE (o) The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board
pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law.

Section 47605.1 § 47605.1 (a)(1) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a

Geographical charter from the governing board of a school district or county office of education

limits after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to pupils on or
after July 1, 2002, shall locate in accordance with the geographic and site
limitations of this part.
(2) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a charter by
the state board after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services
to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, based on the denial of a petition by the
governing board of a school district or county board of education, as described in
paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (j) of Section 47605, may locate only within
the geographic boundaries of the chartering entity that initially denied the petition
for the charter.
(3) A charter school that receives approval of its charter from a governing board
of a school district, a county office of education, or the state board before July 1,
2002, but does not commence operations until after January 1, 2003, shall be
subject to the geographic limitations of this part, in accordance with subdivision
(d).
(b) This section is not intended to affect the admission requirements contained in
subdivision (d) of Section 47605.

Resources centers  (c)(1) A charter school may establish one resource center, meeting space, or other
satellite facility within the jurisdiction of the school district where the charter
school is physically located if the following conditions are met:

(A) The facility is used exclusively for the educational support of pupils who are
enrolled in nonclassroom-based independent study of the charter school.

(B) The charter school provides its primary educational services in, and a
majority of the pupils it serves are residents of, the county in which the charter
school is authorized.

(2) Except as provided in paragraphs (5) to (9), inclusive, a charter school shall
not establish a resource center, mee