
Free Workshop for  
Educators

March 10, 2015 | 4:00PM – 5:30PM

Immigrant Nation.   
One Nation.   

Many Stories.
This 90-minute workshop for educators will show how 
to use the free resources of  immigrant-nation.com 
to bring storytelling into the classroom to explore 
immigration past and present. An interactive, online 
experience where students can watch immersive 
stories about immigration and share their own stories 
will be demonstrated. Curriculum ideas will help to 
build student language and public speaking skills and 
facilitate bonding across cultures and generations 

Leading the workshop is Roseli Ilano, Immigrant 
Nation Community Outreach Coordinator, who has 
a decade of  experience as a community organizer, 
educator and outreach strategist.

Cost: Free 
Location: Santa Clara County Office of  Education 
1290 Ridder Park Drive, San Jose, CA 95131 
Audience: Secondary Educators, Grades 6-12 
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KEYWORDS

Immigration – the process of relocating 
into a country in which one is not a native

Migration – the process of relocating 
within a country or territory

Oral Traditions – cultural history and 
traditions verbally passed on from one 
generation to another (i.e. folktales, 
sayings, songs, chants, etc)

First Generation – the first-born children 
to parents who have immigrated to a 
country in which they are not native

Multi-Cultural – the inclusion of diverse 
cultures and ethnicities within a society

Push-Pull Factors – push factors are the 
circumstances– social, political and eco-
nomic– that influence or force people to 
leave a particular place, pull factors are 
reasons– real or imagined – that encour-
age people to migrate to a new place

Great Depression – a worldwide econom-
ic crisis beginning with the stock market 
crash in 1929 and continuing through the 
1930s. It was the longest, most wide-
spread depression of the 20th century

Dust Bowl Migration – one of the largest, 
internal migrations within the US caused 
by a period of severe dust storms that 
greatly damaged the ecology and agricul-
ture of the US prairies during the 1930s

Great Migration – the mass migration 
of roughly 1.6 million African Americans 
who left mostly rural southern areas to 
migrate to northern industrial cities from 
1910s to 1930s. Some historian include a 
Second Great Migration, from 1940s to 
1970s, in which 5 million more African 
Americans moved from the South to 
California and other western cities

Japanese Internment Camp – the World 
War II internment in “War Relocation 
Camps” of over 110,000 people of Jap-
anese heritage who lived on the Pacific 
coast of the United States

Nisei – a person born in the US whose 
parents were immigrants from Japan

Xenophobia – the fear and hatred of 
native people towards non-native people 
who have immigrated to their country

Globalization – the process of businesses, 
technologies, culture or ideas to spread 
throughout the world due to an increas-
ingly integrated global economy, advanc-
es in communications and transportation 
technologies, and the movement of 
peoples

Immigration Policy – the laws and 
guiding protocols that define a nation’s 
perspective on non-native people who 
may want to cross their borders to live 
and work

Racial Profiling – the use of race or 
ethnicity as grounds for suspecting 
someone of having committed an offense

Immigration Status – the classification 
a nation’s government attributes to 
non-native people upon crossing their 
borders

Refugee – a person who flees their 
native homeland to escape war, political 
upheaval, persecution, or natural disaster

Political Asylum – the protection granted 
by a nation to someone who has left their 
native country as a political refugee

Undocumented Immigrant – a term used 
to describe someone who has not been 
granted legal resident or citizen status by 
the country that they have entered

Remittance – a payment of money sent 
by an immigrant to his or her home 
country

Deportation – the process a nation’s 
customs and naturalization institutions 
undertake to expel a non-native person 

Resiliency – the process of recovering 
from, or overcoming, challenges such as 
trauma, tragedy, illness, personal crises, 
or adversity

Ally – someone who advocates or 
supports members of a community 
other than their own

OPENING ACTIVITIES LESSON 1: 

INTRODUCING MIGRATION 
& IMMIGRATION
TIME: 40 minutes

TOOLS: Paper, Pens/Pencils, Whiteboard/Butcher Paper, Markers, Masking Tape, Cross 
the Line Statements

GOAL: This lesson will allow students to create a safe and trusting environment as a group, 
learn more about each other, and also introduce the topic of migration and immigration

PART A The Neighborhood, Creating a Safe Space

DO NOW: Ask students to write a paragraph describing in detail all the positive things they would 
like in an ideal neighborhood.  

Following the writing exercise, ask three to four students to read their stories out loud. Tie in the 
commonalities i.e. “nice people,” “clean streets” and make note of the potential discrepancies in 
vague descriptions i.e. “how do nice people act?”

Using whiteboard or butcher paper, ask one student to draw a big picture of a neighborhood, with 
a forcefield around it.

Split the class in half. Ask one half to write inside the forcefield all the positive things they would 
like to safeguard within their neighborhood. Once they complete this task, ask the other half of 
the class to write outside the forcefield, all the negative energies they want to keep out of their 
neighborhood.  Summarize key points you recognize from the group. 

When everyone is done, tell students we are going to start creating this neighborhood safe zone 
here inside this classroom or community space. Are there additional positive attributes they would 
like to add? Negative energies they want to keep out?

If they have not been added, you can suggest:

Inside forcefield (positive things to safeguard)

   • Respect Each Other (i.e. listening, honoring differences, one mic)
   • Be Yourself 
   • If there are disagreements- address the comment, not the person 

Outside Forcefield (negative energies to keep out)

   • Gossiping (what stays in the neighborhood is for the neighborhood) 
   • Name Calling

Ask students how they would like to hold each other accountable if some of the negative actions 
happen. Write these up in a place for all to see.

At the end, have the participants name their neighborhood safe zone. Ask students to sign or tag 
their names on the paper to commit to honoring these group rules. Leave it up in the room for the 
duration of this project so that you can refer back to it if necessary. 
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To Register:
www.tinyurl.com/IN2015


