
 
 
From: Serge Bonte [mailto:sbonte@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 04, 2013 11:02 AM 
To: Grace Mah 
Cc: Anna Song; Joseph DiSalvo [External]; Leon Beauchman; Michael Chang; Darcie Green; Julia Hover-
Smoot; Xavier De La Torre; Carmen Aminzadeh 
Subject: Re: Office of Education in Turmoil as Board Considers Sending Superintendent Packing ??? 
 
Dear President Mah: 
 
Since I now see that your 11/6/2013 special meeting agenda has been published, I would like the 
following correspondence to be entered as my public comment for Agenda Item 3.A. 
 
I would also like to kindly request that you attach that public comment to a correspondence 
rubric in your agenda to give your board the opportunity of a public discussion.  
 
In particular, I feel it's important for the public to understand how the agenda of a closed session 
was first disclosed on a blog days before it was publicly noticed (sometimes this morning). 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Serge Bonte 
Santa Clara Count Area 1 Resident and Voter 
 

On Sun, Nov 3, 2013 at 12:17 AM, Serge Bonte <sbonte@gmail.com> wrote: 
Dear President of the Santa Clara County Board Of Education: 
 
I am writing with respect to this post in the San Jose Inside blog: 
Office of Education in Turmoil as Board Considers Sending Superintendent Packing . 
 
I find it appalling that publicly elected members of your board (a majority of them according to 
the post) would take part anonymously and cowardly to such a hit job. As an Area 1 resident, I 
hope that you took no part in that piece and that you will strongly condemn such behavior within 
your board. 
 
I was also troubled that this blog mentioned the possible agenda for a November 6th meeting 
before you notified the public (whom you represent and serve). 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Serge Bonte 
Santa Clara County Area 1 Resident and Voter 
 
PS: In an (hopefully) unrelated matter, I would still very much like to hear your answers to the 
question I asked in this previous correspondence. 
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Dear Santa Clara County Board of Education President: 
Dear Santa Clara County Office of Education Superintendent: 
 
In 2011, the San Jose Mercury News published a ringing endorsement of the plan for 
20 RocketShip Countywide Schools in Santa Clara County: 
 
http://www.mercurynews.com/editorials/ci_18273488 
 
The editorial mentioned very ambitious and laudable accountability goals: 
 
"Rocketship is pledging to make a huge dent in that number, and while it will be tough to 
replicate Mateo Sheedy's success, there will be consequences for failure: If a new school fails 
to reach an API score of 875 in three years, Rocketship will relinquish one of the 20 
charters. " 
 
"And co-founder Preston Smith says the new schools will open only in areas where API 
scores fall below 775 -- where there's an undeniable need for change. Districts that raise an 
area's scores above 775 on their own won't get a school. Those that can't will 
get Rocketship's help." 
 
In light of the most recent API scores in Santa Clara County is the Santa Clara County Office of 
Education monitoring the above pledges?  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Serge Bonte 
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