Marion Cilker Conference for the Arts Education
Workshop: Name the Monster: Improv Games for Writing
Presenter: D.J. Zwicker-Sobrepeña (meowpau@sbcglobal.net)

Curricular Connections to Common Core and VAPA State Standards
GRADE ONE
1.1
Use the vocabulary of the theatre, such as play, plot (beginning, middle, and end),
improvisation, pantomime, stage, character, and audience, to describe theatrical experiences.
2.1
Demonstrate skills in pantomime, tableau, and improvisation.
4.2
Identify and discuss emotional reactions to a theatrical experience.
5.1
Apply the theatrical concept of beginning, middle, and end to other content areas.
5.2
Demonstrate the ability to work cooperatively in presenting a tableau, an improvisation,
or a pantomime.
GRADE TWO
1.2
Use body and voice to improvise alternative endings to a story.
2.1
Perform in group improvisational theatrical games that develop cooperative skills and
concentration.
4.2
Respond to a live performance with appropriate audience behavior.
5.1
Use problem-solving and cooperative skills in dramatizing a story, a current event, or a
concept from another subject area.
GRADE THREE
2.1
Participate in cooperative scriptwriting or improvisations that incorporate the five Ws.
5.2
Develop problem-solving and communication skills by participating collaboratively in
theatrical experiences.
GRADE FOUR
2.1
Demonstrate the emotional traits of a character through gesture and action.
5.2
Use improvisation and dramatization to explore concepts in other content areas.
5.3
Exhibit team identity and commitment to purpose when participating in theatrical
experiences.
GRADE FIVE
1.2
Identify the structural elements of plot (exposition, complication, crisis, climax, and
resolution) in a script or theatrical experience.
2.1
Participate in improvisational activities to explore complex ideas and universal themes in
literature and life.
2.3
Collaborate as an actor, director, scriptwriter, or technical artist in creating formal or
informal theatrical performances.
5.1
Use theatrical skills to dramatize events and concepts from other curriculum areas, such
as reenacting the signing of the Declaration of Independence in history–social science.

Common Core: Speaking and Listening Skills
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about grade level topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.SL.1.1A Follow agreed upon rules for discussions
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.SL.1.1B Build on each other’s' talk in conversations by responding to the
comments of others through multiple exchanges
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.SL.1.4 Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details,
expressing ideas and feelings clearly.
CCSS.ELA LITERACY.SL.1.6 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and
situation.
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.1.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects.
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.SL.2.1
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.SL.2.1.A
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.SL.2.1.B
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.SL.2.2
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.SL.2.4 Tell or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant,
descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.SL.2.6
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.3
Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events,
include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event
order, and provide a sense of closure.
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.B
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2
Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in
diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.4
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.B
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.2
Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.4
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak
clearly at an understandable pace.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.A

Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.B
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.2
Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.4
Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate
facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.6
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when appropriate to task
and situation. (See grade 5 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.)
Common Core: Writing
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.A
Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence
that unfolds naturally.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.B
Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and
events or show the response of characters to situations.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.C
Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.D
Provide a sense of closure.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.4
With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and
organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.A
Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.B
Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of
characters to situations.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.C
Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.D
Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.E

Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.
Production and Distribution of Writing:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1-3 above.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.3.A
Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.3.B
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences
and events or show the responses of characters to situations.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.3.C
Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.3.D
Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.3.E
Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.
Production and Distribution of Writing:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1-3 above.)

