Determining Word Meaning Using Context Clues

(Steps in Using Context Clues to Determine Word Meaning:

1.
Read the whole sentence.

2.
Underline meaning clues. 

3.
Look at the parts of the word.


(The end (suffix) may help you determine the part of speech.


(The beginning (prefix) may provide a meaning clue. 


(The middle (word root) may tell you about the word’s origin.

4.
Figure out what kind of word it is:  noun, verb, adjective, adverb. 

     I think ____ is a/an ____ because ____.

5.
Substitute another word that would make sense.   

     I think ____ could mean ____ because ____. 

6.
Check (with your teacher or the dictionary) to see if your guess was close.

(We do it:

1.
The school district installed a powerful fan in the computer lab to regulate the

      room temperature and prevent the machines from overheating.


Possible meaning: _____________
Actual meaning: _______________

2.
Students sometimes face the dilemma of trying to make new friends and possibly


making a close friend feel left out, or just staying with old, familiar friends. 


Possible meaning: _____________
Actual meaning: _______________

(You do it:

3.
Students felt betrayed when they learned that their class trip had been cancelled.


Possible meaning: _____________
Actual meaning: _______________

4.
The Spanish teacher makes the classroom environment more pleasant by putting up


art from Central America and playing Latin jazz while students work on projects.

Possible meaning: _____________
Actual meaning: _______________
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