Building Vocabulary for Academic Speaking and Writing – Using Precise Words

Precise vocabulary to discuss reasons teens don’t get enough sleep during the school week:

Common Verbs




Precise Synonyms

Spanish
don’t have (something)




lack (something)


usually do (something) 
tend to do (something)   
tender a hacer algo not finish or do (something)
fail to do (something) 

Common Adjectives




Precise Synonyms

possible





potential


potencial
enough






adequate, sufficient

suficiente
really important




critical



critico (crucial)
Common Nouns





Precise Synonyms
teen, teenager




adolescent


adolescente
amount





percentage


porcentaje
Choose precise words to complete each sentence:

1.
Our English teacher ___________________ find a higher _____________________ of errors


in our writing assignments when we _____________________ proofread carefully. 

2.  
On college entrance writing exams, it is _____________________ for _____________________


to support their thesis with ______________________ and relevant details. 

3.
One _____________________ reason that many secondary school writers __________________ 
convincing support for their thesis is the fact that they didn’t comprehend the assigned reading.

4.
In small towns, many high school students who want to make money lack part-time jobs because 
employers 
_____________________ hire adults with _____________________ job experience. 

Write about reasons teens don’t get their homework done on time.  Use at least 

two precise words from our list in each sentence and underline each word.

Example: A high percentage of adolescents tend to put off a critical writing assignment until the night

          before the paper is due. 

1.
_______________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________

2.
_______________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________
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