Structured Academic Discussion Task: Preparation and Implementation

(Before the lesson:

· Determine appropriate lesson phases for integrating a structured discussion task.

· Write a task that relates to the lesson content and invites a range of responses. 

· Prepare written instructions and a model response (handout, board, overhead, etc.).

· Include high-use academic words and topic-specific terms in the task instructions and response starter(s) that will engage students in more formal discussion of the topic. 

· Analyze the vocabulary and grammar demands of the listening and speaking tasks and prepare to clarify word meanings, grammar, and target language strategies.

(During the lesson:

· Clarify the purpose of the discussion task and how it relates to the lesson objectives.

· Direct students’ attention to the written instructions. Clarify the task components and your expectations for completion and time frame.

· Explain any potentially challenging vocabulary in the instructions.

· Model an appropriate response using a sentence starter, both verbally and in writing.


Assign two starters if there is a range of ability and regular “fast finishers.”

· Point out any grammar necessary for effectively writing a sentence using the starter.

· Tell students to write quietly and read over their responses in preparation for the discussion. Remind students to write a second idea if they have finished the first.

· Monitor students’ writing and nominate one or two students to launch the discussion.

· Partner students to share responses in preparation for the unified class discussion.

· Assign an active listening and note-taking task for the unified class discussion.

· Call on an array of students to respond before eliciting volunteers.

· Synthesize discussion contributions and establish connections to the lesson content.
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