( Californians Together: Championing the Success of English Learners
Long Term English learners – Time to Spotlight Who They Are, Their Language and Academic Needs and Promising Institutional Practices

Background: 

The profile of the English learner in middle schools and high schools is very diverse.   Some are recent arrivals and come highly educated in their own language; others are under schooled from their home country.  Some are over aged and come with interrupted prior schooling and some have been in our schools since elementary school or 6 years or more and are usually orally fluent in English but read and write below the level of native English peers. 

The majority of English Learners in California secondary schools were born in the United States or in our public schools since kindergarten.  Forty percent of the English learners in grades 9-12 score at the two highest English proficiency levels on the California English Language Development Test and yet less than 5% score proficient on the California’s Standards (CST) Test for Reading/Language Arts achievement test which is the measure of how English Learners do in relation to grade-level standards. In Los Angeles Unified School District 43.7% of English learners in middle school have been in US schools for 6 years or more and 35.8% of high school ELs have been in US schools for 6 years or more.  Some call this group of students “Long Term English Learners”, because they reach a basic level of social English proficiency, but don’t progress to the levels of English needed to participate in an academic curriculum successfully – and do not redesignate.    

Yet in many ways, this is an invisible group. The English learner program at secondary schools is organized to deliver a program for newcomers enrolled in English Language Development classes.  District master plans and state policy generally do not recognize the distinct needs of the long Term English Learner.  No identified program and minimal support is directed at the “long term English learners”.   Instead, the Long Term English Learner is apt to be placed in remedial and “intervention” classes designed for native English speakers – where their language needs are not addressed. They are generally hidden in mainstream classrooms, earning Ds and Fs in academic classes.   Unable to pass CAHSEE to receive a high school diploma, discouraged as learners by the time they arrive in high school, this group has disproportionately high drop out rates.

Forum and Fact Finding: There is a need to identify these students in school districts and individual schools, and an urgent need to raise awareness about their distinct needs in order to develop programs that provide the instruction, support and curriculum that will re-engage them in school and lead to academic success.  

A facilitated series of dialogues will shed light on the existence and needs of long term English Learners, and provide a forum for districts in Los Angeles County who are struggling to engage and educate English Learners, while having a tremendous impact on state policy by focusing on these students. This will offer the space and time to bring educators, researchers and advocates together to best consider a new direction in policy and practice

Target Audience:  School Districts and school site administrators are the target audience for the findings of this work.  In order to best identify these students and then promising practices, the additional audiences of researchers, practitioners and advocates would also contribute to this effort and become a part of the target audience.  The findings will be presented to stakeholders and policy makers throughout Los Angeles County and statewide.  

Outcomes:  There are three definite outcomes for this work.  

· Data Collection:  The ability to define and identify this subgroup of English learners is essential to be able to begin the conversation about how to create comprehensive programs to address their language and academic needs.  Producing a procedure to describe their profile and then quantify the numbers of these students present in secondary schools would influence site, district and state ability to meet their needs.

· Information Sharing:  As this will be the first effort to systematically address comprehensive programs, language and academic needs of Long Term English Learners, the sharing of information across all the target audiences will create new findings and resources for the specific groups involved in this work and the educational community at large.

· Best Practices: Convening and working with a group focused on how best to address the needs of Long Term English Learners will lead to promising practices and proposals for future work to accelerate their language and academic needs.  

· Formal Policy Recommendations:  Recommendations for new policy and comprehensive programs for Long Term English Learners will be forwarded to policy makers and stakeholders.  
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