Summary of Recent Legislation related to Instructional Materials

Senate Bill 247 by Senator Elaine Alquist (D-San Jose) added to the allowable uses of Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program funds the purchase of electronically formatted instructional materials adopted by the State Board of Education (SBE) for kindergarten and grades one through eight and locally adopted for grades nine through twelve. Existing requirements for the sufficiency of instructional materials, including provision of access to instructional materials both at school and home, equally apply to instructional materials in electronic format. You may view the text of the bill on the California Legislative information Web page at: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_0201-0250/sb_247_bill_20091011_chaptered.html 

Assembly Bill 1398 by Assembly Member Bob Blumenfield (D-San Fernando) revised the definition of technology-based instructional materials to include electronic equipment necessary to operate such materials when utilized by students and teachers as a learning resource; certain restrictions apply. You may view the text of the bill on the California Legislative information Web page at: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_1351-1400/ab_1398_bill_20091011_chaptered.html 

Assembly Bill 487 by Assembly Member Julia Brownley (D-Santa Monica) revised laws regarding the disposition of surplus or undistributed obsolete instructional materials to allow for the sale of the materials and to eliminate the prior restriction that an organization purchasing the materials not make a profit from them. Additionally, the prior restriction that any organization receiving such materials certify that they will be used only for educational purposes has been removed. These provisions have been extended to include county offices of education. You may view the text of the bill on the California Legislative information Web page at: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_0451-0500/ab_487_bill_20091011_chaptered.html 

Additionally, Assembly Bill 2 of the 2009-10 Fourth Extraordinary Session (ABX4 2) significantly altered the course of the development, adoption, and acquisition of instructional materials in California. New laws established by ABX4 2 prevent the SBE from adopting any new instructional materials until 2013-14 and suspend until 2012-13 the “24 month rule” which required local educational agencies to implement instructional materials from the most recent adoptions within 24 months of their adoption by the SBE. You may find previous correspondence regarding ABX4 2 and recently revised Frequently Asked Questions pertaining to instructional materials at the following California Department of Education Action on the 2008 and 2009 Budget Acts Web page at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fr/eb/yr09budgetacts.asp 

If you have any questions regarding instructional materials, please contact David Almquist, Education Programs Consultant, at 916-319-0444 or by e-mail at dalmquis@cde.ca.gov or Veronica Aguila, Education Administrator, Instructional Resources Unit, at 916-323-4867 or by e-mail at vaguila@cde.ca.gov. 

