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Education Leaders Launch Statewide Seal of Biliteracy Program

Glendale, Calif. – California Education officials and leaders inaugurated the Seal of Biliteracy, a statewide program that honors students who have attained proficiency in two or more languages by high school graduation.  The event was held at Glendale Unified School District.

“This exciting program is designed to recognize the biliteracy skills of our students,” said Shelly Spiegel-Coleman, executive director of Californians Together, a statewide coalition of parents, teachers, and education advocates.  

“Students who receive the Medal of the Seal of Biliteracy become highly attractive to future employers and college admissions offices, It is our goal to have 50-100 school districts awarding Seals of Biliteracy this June” she said.

The Seal will be awarded to students who have mastered standard academic English and any other language, including American Sign Language.

Programs for the Seal already are underway at a number of California school districts.  They include Glendale Unified, Ventura Unified, Rowland Unified, Sweetwater Union High School District, and Eastside Union High School District.  In addition, Albuquerque Public School District in New Mexico also has instituted the program.

“Glendale Unified implemented the Seal of Biliteracy,” said Dr. Michael Escalante, the district’s superintendent, “to show that biliteracy is important.  The mastery of two or more languages is a vital skill for participation in a 21st century diverse world and economy.

“But most importantly,” Dr. Escalante said, “we want to establish high standards for academic mastery in our students and to strengthen their skills of literacy and problem solving.”

In addition to the Seal of Biliteracy for high school graduates, the program will have  pathway awards designed to encourage middle and elementary school students to develop proficiency in English and another language.


An impressive list of education officials and advocates attended the announcement of the program to lend strong support to this initiative.  They included:

· Dr. Charles Weis, president of the Association for California School Administrators (ACSA) and superintendent of Santa Clara County Office of Education 
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· Dr. Barbara Flores, president of The Association for Multilingual and Multicultural Education and Executive Board Member of the California Association for Bilingual Education (CABE) and board member from San Bernardino City Schools
· Xilonin Cruz-Gonzalez, executive board member of the California Latino School Board Association (CLSBA),  School Board member from Azusa Unified School District
· Cheryl Ortega, member Board of Directors of the United Teachers of Los Angeles (UTLA)
· Ofelia Lariviere, executive Board of the California Latino Superintendents and Administrators Association (CALSA) and Board of Directors for the Association of the California School Administrators (ACSA)
· Dr. Magaly Lavadenz, director of the Center for Equity for English Learners (CEEL),  Loyola Marymount University and president-elect of the California Association of Teacher Educators
· Kathleen Flynn, past president of the California Association of Teachers to Speakers of Other Languages (CATESOL)
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