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Engaging EL and Migrant StudentsEngaging EL and Migrant Students
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Equity CardsEquity Cards
This strategy promotes equity and a This strategy promotes equity and a 
chance for all students to be able to chance for all students to be able to 

respond. respond. 
(Another way to call on students is with popsicle sticks, (Another way to call on students is with popsicle sticks, 

however the card method works better for upper grades).however the card method works better for upper grades).

Write your name on one side of cardWrite your name on one side of card

NameName
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Prior KnowledgePrior Knowledge
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Anticipatory SetAnticipatory Set
Based on brain research the anticipatory set Based on brain research the anticipatory set 

should be used toshould be used to
engage, motivate, and focus studentsengage, motivate, and focus students’’

thoughts on learning.thoughts on learning.
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Anticipatory SetAnticipatory Set
Read the Statement then place a Read the Statement then place a ““TT”” or or ““FF”” under the under the ““YouYou””
ColumnColumn

3. Left and right brain learners like 3. Left and right brain learners like 
structure.structure.

2. Graphic organizers help with 2. Graphic organizers help with 
retention and promote achievement retention and promote achievement 
across content areas.across content areas.

1. There are limited opportunities 1. There are limited opportunities 
for for ELsELs to participate in class to participate in class 
through language.through language.

STATEMENTSTATEMENTTEXTTEXTYOUYOU
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Response CardResponse Card
This strategy is a non threatening way forThis strategy is a non threatening way for
ELsELs to respond and is a quickto respond and is a quick
assessment to check for understanding.assessment to check for understanding.

On your card write T on one side and an F on On your card write T on one side and an F on 
the other side.the other side.

88
77thth Annual Academic Success for English Learners & Migrant StudentsAnnual Academic Success for English Learners & Migrant Students: Using Research: Using Research--Based Practices Based Practices -- March 7, 2009

Research saysResearch says……
There are limited opportunities for There are limited opportunities for 
English learners to participate in the English learners to participate in the 
classroom, particularly through language. classroom, particularly through language. 
**
There is not one method alone that is There is not one method alone that is 
effective, students need a variety of effective, students need a variety of 
strategies.strategies.
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Motivating EL and Migrant StudentsMotivating EL and Migrant Students
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Brain Based LearningBrain Based Learning
Right BrainRight Brain

Prefers visual (uses images Prefers visual (uses images 
to remember)to remember)

Processes holisticallyProcesses holistically
Produces intuitivelyProduces intuitively
Prefers abstract tasksPrefers abstract tasks
Deals with several tasks Deals with several tasks 
Prefers synthesizingPrefers synthesizing
Likes open experiencesLikes open experiences
Likes general overviewLikes general overview
Takes a playful approach to Takes a playful approach to 

problemsproblems

Left BrainLeft Brain
Prefers verbal (uses Prefers verbal (uses 

language to remember)language to remember)
Processes sequentiallyProcesses sequentially
Produces logically Produces logically 
Prefers concrete tasksPrefers concrete tasks
Deals with one task at a timeDeals with one task at a time
Prefers analyzing activitiesPrefers analyzing activities
Likes structure*Likes structure*
Likes facts and detailsLikes facts and details
Takes a serious approach to Takes a serious approach to 

problemsproblems
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Pair SharePair Share
A powerful collaborative strategy thatA powerful collaborative strategy that

should be used daily, it gives a good dealshould be used daily, it gives a good deal
of bang for the buck! of bang for the buck! 
Each student gets to speak and be heard in Each student gets to speak and be heard in 

the shortest amount of time possible.the shortest amount of time possible.

Pair up and share what type of learner Pair up and share what type of learner 
you are and how it relates to your you are and how it relates to your 

students.students.
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Meaningful StrategiesMeaningful Strategies

Establish a low anxiety, safe environmentEstablish a low anxiety, safe environment
Allow students to take risks and interactAllow students to take risks and interact
Use choral response and TPRUse choral response and TPR
Vary lesson delivery modesVary lesson delivery modes
Provide positive feedbackProvide positive feedback
Have frequent comprehension checks Have frequent comprehension checks 
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Graphic OrganizersGraphic Organizers……

Are a powerful tool for ALL grade Are a powerful tool for ALL grade 
levels levels 
Help students in retention and recall Help students in retention and recall 
of information of information 
Promote achievement across each Promote achievement across each 
content areacontent area
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Cooperative LearningCooperative Learning

Small teams, with students of Small teams, with students of 
different levels of ability, using a different levels of ability, using a 
variety of learning activities to variety of learning activities to 
improve their understanding of a improve their understanding of a 
subject. subject. 
Each member being responsible for Each member being responsible for 
learning and for helping teammates learning and for helping teammates 
learn, creating an atmosphere of learn, creating an atmosphere of 
achievement. achievement. 
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Research has shown that Cooperative Research has shown that Cooperative 
Learning:Learning:

Promotes achievement and selfPromotes achievement and self--esteem esteem 
Increases retention Increases retention 
Helps develop oral and social skills Helps develop oral and social skills 
Has a positive effect on overall Has a positive effect on overall 
learninglearning
Fosters language acquisitionFosters language acquisition
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How Cooperative Learning Fosters How Cooperative Learning Fosters 
Language AcquisitionLanguage Acquisition……

Creates opportunities to speakCreates opportunities to speak
Adjusts language to be comprehensibleAdjusts language to be comprehensible
Requires relevant and Requires relevant and ““real lifereal life”” speechspeech
Allows for repetition of words/phrasesAllows for repetition of words/phrases
Provides rich feedbackProvides rich feedback
Reduces student anxietyReduces student anxiety
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Five Elements ofFive Elements of
Cooperative LearningCooperative Learning

1.1. Positive interdependence Positive interdependence 
2.2. FaceFace--toto--face interaction face interaction 
3.3. Individual and group accountability Individual and group accountability 
4.4. Interpersonal and small group skills Interpersonal and small group skills 
5.5. Group processingGroup processing
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Recommendations for Cooperative Recommendations for Cooperative 
LearningLearning

Use a variety of criteria for grouping Use a variety of criteria for grouping 
Manage group size to increase talk timeManage group size to increase talk time
Try different types Try different types 
(formal, informal, base)(formal, informal, base)

ELsELs benefit from benefit from 
being grouped with English only studentsbeing grouped with English only students
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Can You Can You ZooleyZooley??
Independently with no talking complete Independently with no talking complete 

handout.handout.

Cooperative groups assign roles:Cooperative groups assign roles:
RecorderRecorder
FacilitatorFacilitator
PresenterPresenter
Time keeperTime keeper
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Supporting EL and Migrant StudentsSupporting EL and Migrant Students
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How to Differentiate InstructionHow to Differentiate Instruction

Use cooperative learningUse cooperative learning
Provide choice and multiple Provide choice and multiple 

assignmentsassignments
Be flexible Be flexible 

Accommodate modalities, learning Accommodate modalities, learning 
styles, intelligences, interests, and styles, intelligences, interests, and 
levels of achievementlevels of achievement

2222
77thth Annual Academic Success for English Learners & Migrant StudentsAnnual Academic Success for English Learners & Migrant Students: Using Research: Using Research--Based Practices Based Practices -- March 7, 2009

Tiered AssignmentsTiered Assignments

Make up a Make up a 
readersreaders’’ theatertheater

Write a Write a 
newspaper newspaper 
articlearticle

Create a puppet Create a puppet 
showshow

Design a Design a 
brochure onbrochure on

Conduct a Conduct a 
surveysurvey

Design a graphic Design a graphic 
organizer fororganizer for……

Design an Design an 
advertisementadvertisement

Design a mobile Design a mobile 
or dioramaor diorama

Create a muralCreate a mural
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Teach to the ModalitiesTeach to the Modalities

People Remember:People Remember:
10% of what they read10% of what they read
20% of what they hear20% of what they hear
30% of what they see30% of what they see
50% of what they see and hear50% of what they see and hear
70% of what they discuss70% of what they discuss
80% of what they experience80% of what they experience
95% of what they teach95% of what they teach

--William William GlasserGlasser
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Multiple Intelligence (MI)Multiple Intelligence (MI)
The MI theory identifies 8 ways of being The MI theory identifies 8 ways of being 
smart.smart.
Presenting the curriculum in different waysPresenting the curriculum in different ways
provides access to the curriculum for everyprovides access to the curriculum for every
student. student. 
It is important to know and reach each It is important to know and reach each 
student and foster the development of student and foster the development of 
diversity with MI strategies that engage diversity with MI strategies that engage 
his/her intelligences.his/her intelligences.
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Take the Multiple Intelligence SurveyTake the Multiple Intelligence Survey

For each question answer yes or noFor each question answer yes or no
Add all of your yes responses per Add all of your yes responses per 
sectionsection
The section with the highest number The section with the highest number 
of yes responses shows your of yes responses shows your 
strength.strength.
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ReaderReader’’s Theaters Theater

ReaderReader’’s Theater is an excellent strategy s Theater is an excellent strategy 
to promote oral language in the to promote oral language in the 
classroom.classroom.
Modeling is the most powerful strategy.Modeling is the most powerful strategy.
We will model ReadersWe will model Readers’’ Theater with the Theater with the 
““Souls in PurgatorySouls in Purgatory””..

Need 7 volunteersNeed 7 volunteers
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Create a ProductCreate a Product

Each group will get a card with an Each group will get a card with an 
Intelligence on it.Intelligence on it.
1.1. Complete a product from the Complete a product from the 

Literary Response page that matches Literary Response page that matches 
your card.your card.

2.2. Share out.Share out.
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ReflectionReflection

Without reflection there is only exposure.Without reflection there is only exposure.

Reflect with a partner on a strategy you Reflect with a partner on a strategy you 
will use in your class this week.will use in your class this week.
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To the Tune of To the Tune of ““On Top of Old SmokeyOn Top of Old Smokey””
Last year I decided, to be fit and trim,Last year I decided, to be fit and trim,
So I took a class called, So I took a class called, ““LetLet’’s Learn How to Swim.s Learn How to Swim.””
The classroom was tidy, the textbook was cool.The classroom was tidy, the textbook was cool.
It had colored pictures, of folks in the pool.It had colored pictures, of folks in the pool.
I read every chapter, I read every line.I read every chapter, I read every line.
I did all the worksheets, success would be mine.I did all the worksheets, success would be mine.
The teacher said, The teacher said, ““First thing, weFirst thing, we’’ll learn not to drown.ll learn not to drown.
Be sure to take notes now, Be sure to take notes now, ““cause this is profound.cause this is profound.
The test will be Friday, itThe test will be Friday, it’’s fill in the blank.s fill in the blank.
I grade on the bell curve, to see where you rank.I grade on the bell curve, to see where you rank.””
Well, wonder of wonders, I got the best scoreWell, wonder of wonders, I got the best score
So now I was ready, to swim shore to shore.So now I was ready, to swim shore to shore.
I rushed to the pool which, was right down the block.I rushed to the pool which, was right down the block.
I jumped in the water, and sank like a rock.I jumped in the water, and sank like a rock.
The lifeguard who saved me, was not too impressed.The lifeguard who saved me, was not too impressed.
When I showed him my grade card, that said I was best.When I showed him my grade card, that said I was best.
He said, He said, ““SwimmingSwimming’’s a pattern of kicking and strokes.s a pattern of kicking and strokes.
But you had  no practice, your class was a hoax.But you had  no practice, your class was a hoax.””
So now ISo now I’’m enrolled in m enrolled in ““LetLet’’s Learn How to Knit.s Learn How to Knit.””
II’’m knitting a m knitting a muumuu--muumuu, forget being fit!., forget being fit!.

by Jean by Jean SpankoSpanko
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““Practice does not make perfect. Practice does not make perfect. 
Only perfect practice makes perfect.Only perfect practice makes perfect.””

--Vince LombardiVince Lombardi




















